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Bruce McAlIl ster ........ Douglas MacLean 
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Andy .......... . . ... . .. Kingsley B enedict 
Eugene Preston ...... . .. ArthU1' Stewa1·t Hull 
The "Deacon" ........... William Cou1·t1·ight 
"Frisk-O" Rose ......... Katherine Lewis 

Footage-5400 feet 

A ,,'ST NATmNAL (IJ PH"'U", 

Thrills .Jr[yste ry 



To the Industry: 

WHAT the trade wants is consistently 
good pictures- pictures! that send an 

audience home with as satisfied a feeling as 
if they had just tucked a good dinner under 
the belt. 

Then they come back for more- and keep 
on coming back. 

It is my ambition to produce pictures that 
make the people want to come back- and 
keep on coming back for more. 

That is the goal every time a story goes 
into production, to turn out a picture wilh 
that "sa tisfies-'em-but-makes-'em-want­
more" finish that means full houses for the 
exhibitor. 

"A Man of Action" is just that type of pic­
ture, in my opinion. It will satisfy- and 
bring them back for more. 

Culver City, 
May, 1923. 
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Thomas H. Ince P resents "A Man of A ction" 
DO GLAS MAC LEAN, SUPPORTED BY RAYMOND HATTON AND MARGUERITE 
DE LA MOTTE, GIVES SPARKLING PICTURE \VITH MYSTERY COMEDY 

UCTlON of a mystery 
co m e d y, "different" in a 
dozen w ays from p reviolls 
pictures, with a s t o r y of 
r eal value as its basis, h as 
b ee n one of T h om as H. 

I nce's grea tes t ambitions. In "A Man of 
Action," hi s latest release, this ambi tion 
has been r ealized. 

"A Man of Ar.tion" is funny, fast moving 
and sure fire. It h as m irth and mys ter y 
and r omance in abundant qua ntities. It 
has a splendid cast of comedy experts who 

make the mos t of every Ii ne and action. 
It has been screened with the cha racter­
is tic Ince punch . In bri ef, it chalks u p 
100 per cent on every audience tes t. 

Cutting loose from accepted lines of 
producing mys tery comedies, with thei I' 
stereo typed gags and equally set rules for 
injecting mys tery and suspense, the pro­
ducer and his associa tes have set a new 
standa rd in lhis picture. Love interest h a<; 
been int e l'w ove n with the laugh s and 
thrills, but not in the usual w ay. 

The story of "A Man of Action," 
that of a spin eless yo uth of riches who 
is galvanized into life after twenty­
four hours of thrilling adventures, w as 
fi lled w ilh original ideas by its au­
lhor, Bradley King. 

The comedy stunts a re hil a ri o u s l y 
funny, but ther e is no slapstick. Much of 
the comedy is the r esult of a number of 
remarkable trick sets, which h ad to be 
specially designed in order to carry out 
the many intricate comedy-myster y twists 
evolved by Miss King. Surprising trap­
doors, sliding panels and folding steps 

play an impo rtant pa rt in the mys tery 
busin ess a nd a t the same time are p roduc­
tive of rib-ti ckling comedy situa tions. 

Miss King succeeded in giving the s tory 
equally original cha racters. Her people 
ar e of sha rpl y contras ted pel'sonalities, 
but they a re real a nd there is none of the 
"mal<e- beli eve" in their activities. 

Douglas MacLea n and Raymo nd Hatton, 
who will be long remembered for their 
side-splitting comedy teamwork in "The 
Hottentot," have repea ted the ir success in 
"A Man of Action," Their work is en-

hanced by the e lement of sus­
pense in the picture, which 
keeps evel'yone guessing from 
start lo fini sh and laughing as 
they guess . MacLean is Bruce 
McAl! is ter, the pampered and subdued 
heit' who becomes the center of a whir l­
win d of ac ti vity ove r night. He leaves 
lhe ma nsion he ca lls home to go slum­
ming and is blackj acked into a conspir­
acy to r ob himself! Hatton is seen as 
"Hoppy," one of Bruce's underworld 
"pals." The love angle of the s tory is 
suppli ed by Marguerite de la Motte, 
another r eason why this picture is des­
tined to "line them up" from coas t to 
coast! 

The big punch of "A Man of Action" 
is the diamond robber y in McAllis-

te r's home, in which a half million dolla rs' 
wo rth of real gems w ere used to ge t the 
proper photogr'aphic r es ult s. The dia­
monds bring a se ri es of complica ti ons tha t 
a re as baUling as they are humorous. Such 
a pe rplexing mys ter'y ta ngle has ra rely 
been p resented on either s tage or screen. 

The loca tions in thi s new Ince spe­
c ial aJso are of nation-wide interes t, 
shifti ng as they do fro m lhe exclus­
ive lob Hill r esidential distri ct o f 
Sa n F r ancisco to its Barba ry Coast. 
Bo th of lhese colorful sections have 
been h eralded in ve rse a nd p rose and 
their reproduc tion in "A Ma n of Ac­
tion" is fea tured b y wonderful pho­
tography. 

The one thing th al s lands out above a !1 
others in the p ic tu re, h oweve r, is its 
wealth of acti on. The entire Slory co n­
sumes less than twenty- four hours of time 
and the r esult is a photoplay in which 
there are no dull spo ts and in whi ch even 
the subtitl es brea the twentieth century 
"push ." 

Combining speedy comedy, bailling mys­
te ry, novel situa ti ons, surprise s tunts and 
striking contrasts, "A Ma n of Action" is 
the kind of p ic ture that will play to ca­
pacity bu s in ess on Broadway or Main 
Stree t and make a direct appea l to every­
one in its audience. 
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The Story 
IN vVHICH THE SCION OF WEALTH AND CULTURE FINDS 
HIMSELF AS ONE OF THE TO UGHEST OF SOME BAD ONES 

liE modern "go-ge tter" has 
br'ought nbout new versions 
o f many of th e o ld ap ho r­
isms ha nd ed dow n Lo the 
pl'csent ge n e r a ti on, a nd 

======.0 particu lar ly th e one a bout 
"a ll the workl loves a love r." The yo uth 
o f Loday, if h e expecLs to win a g irl 's 
love, ge ne rall y must add to hi s r oma nti c 
Lendencies th e ability and initiative to face 
any emerge ncy and fi ght hi s way out. 

Such a yo uLh is Bruce McA lli sLe r 
in "A Ma li o f AcLion," an or ig inal 
s to ry by Brad ley Kin g, in which mirth 
and ll1~slery have been dove ta il ed in 
pcrfect seq uence. 

As th e wea lth y h e ir to the McAlliSLer 
diam o nd min es, Brllce McAllister"S life 
has bee n o ne of absoluLe ease and me­
c hani ca l regularity, hi s every move be ing 
deLermined fo r him b y a gro up of fa ithful 
famil y servanLs. Constant s upe rvis io n has 
robbed him o f th e will to do thin gs for 
him se lf. F rom outwa rd appea ra nces aL 
least, h e is a "s ilk-s tockin g" yo uth typ ica l 
o f so man y wea I th y famili es-spine less 
and use less. 

Brucc's predicament is app~'ren t to o ne 
pel'son w h o h as th e power Lo s how him 
Lh e ri ght way, however. Bi s fiancee , 
Helen Sumn er, is g rea Ll y co nce r'ned over 
hi s appa re nL inability Lo c li mb out o f th e 
rut. By Launting him, s he secl,s Lo bring 
out the s treng th o f ch a rac Le r s he knows 
is dormanL within him . 

H e len's e fforts 
m eeL with littl e 
s u ccess II n Lil 
"Sp ik e" McNab, 
hu s k y nephew 

of th e McAl­
li s t e r butl e r, 

kn ocks out th e McAlli sLer he ir during a n 
a rgum ent, a fte rward apologizing for act­
in g too has til y. Aroused by his assa il a nt's 
direcL m e th od of doing things a nd advised 
by him to "step out a bit a nd jazz around," 
Bruce makes up hi s mind Lo brea k away 
fro III the sh ack les of fam il y traditi o n. 

Fortunately, E uge ne P resto n, th e pom­
pous administrator o f Bruce's es La te, de­
cides for him th a t h e is to a ttend a spec ia l 
trus tees' meeling in New York, and Bruce 
sees in thi s an oppo rtunil y to s lip from 
lhe rea ]m of the idle rich a nd wander 
about "o n his own," for th e fil-s t. time in 
hi s Ii fe. 

"Spil, e" McNa b is indu ce d Lo ta ke 
Bruce's p lace with Dr. Sum ner, hi s fi a n­
cee's fa the r', as ch ape ro ne o n th e Lrip La 
New York. Bruce ga rbs him/sc I f as n 
roughneck and shIl-ts o ul: to investigate 
Lhe und erwo rld o f San Francisco. 

Strolling into th e " Dead Ca L" cafe Lo 
begin hi s new ed uca ti on, Bruce has hi s 
firs t advenLure. vVhil c lea nin g against Lhe 
wall of th e place h e unkn owingly LOll ch es 
a secret spl 'i ng, a fak e doo rway behi nd 
him fli es open a nd h e is precipiLated inLo 
a den of c rooks. A bully o f the ga ng h ap ­
pens to bc in Bruce's way as he makes h is 
unexpec ted e ntra ncc a nd is kn ocked to th e 
fl 00 r, sen scI ess. 

Bruce is frank ly adlllired by the o Lh er 
thl-ee thu gs in the rOO Ill . They Lhink hi s 
sudd en appea rance was planned and mi s­
take him fo r th e "Chi cago Kid." JIe be­
comes acqu ninLed wiLh Lh em a nd lea rns 
Lh a t th ey arc "Th e Deacon," own er o f th e 
din gy ca fe and a " nut" on cl evising secret. 
ex its to avo id cops; "Frisk-O" Rose, o ne o f 
Lh e nimblc linge red c lan , and "H oppy," 
vic tim o f s he ll shock, who i s nurs ing a 
sec reL aillbilion to produce a no ise less ex­
plosi ve . .J o i ni ng th e co n vel-sation, Bruce 

l ea rn ~ Lh a L th e ga ng is planning a h alf 
million dollar di a rnond robbery and they 
includ e him in th e ir p la ns. H e allempts 
to worm his way out o f th e tangle, but is 
subdu ed by a blac kja ck. 

A waken i ng la Le r , Bru ce discove.·s that 
he isin his own home, that the messenge.-s 
bri ng i ng diamo nds from hi s own proper­
ti es a re Lo be ove rpowered a nd the gems 
turn ed ove r Lo Lhc "ma n higher up," w h o, 
he lea l'ns, is no ne o Lh e r tha n P r es ton, the 
s uave fami ly lawye r. Preston is amazcd 
a L th e boy's sLriking " like ness" to Bruce 
McA lli ster, but Bruce ma inta ins hi s dis­
gui se as th e "C hi cago Kid" a nd fin all y 
ovc rco lll es th c I a w y e r ' s s uspic io ns. AL 
Prcston's s ugges ti on, he cha nges inLo h is 
ow n even ing clothcs and signs fo r th e 
diamonds when th e messengers a rri ve. 
Eagcr Lo ou twiL th e thi eves, he subs titutes 
a n emp Ly box fo r th e or ig inaL o ne and 
co ncea ls the diamonds in a c igar humidor. 
PresLon di scovers th e tri ck, but a sea rch 
fai ls Lo revea l th e di a mon ds. 

FOI- Lwe lve s trc nu ous hours th e di a­
monds reap))ea l' and di sappea r in a 
most mysterious manner, unLiL it is 
apparen t Lhat ano th c r thief is a L work 
in th e h ouse. DUI-ing th e exc itemen t, 
Bruce is deni ed by hi s swce th ea rt as 
be ing hilll se lf, is a lTes tecl as a c roo k 
a nd saved from a Lrip to ja il o nl y b y 
th e arriva l o f Dr. SUlllner. 

Fina ll y, th e mysLery is so lved with tb e 
arrest o f PI-eslon, and Bruce's Ii ancee is 

h appy to admit Lh a L he 
h as b ee n Lran sfo rm ed 
into "A Man o f Action." 
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• All A ction "A Man of A ction" IS 
PICTUB.E PUBLIC YEAB.NS FOB. FAST MOVING STOB.Y­
CAN BE NO COMPLAINT FOB. LACK OF IT IN THIS FEATUB.E 

" ' CTlON I" i s th e c r y o f 
motion pic ture f<ln s the na­
ti on ove r. "Do n' t le t the 
story drag! There ca n' t be 
Loo much action." 

Considering criti c isms 
from coasL to coas t, thi s undoubtedly is 
Lh e mos t frequ ent complaint against silver 
shee t ofrerin gs. The publi c wants Lo be 
enLerl<lined and film fan s parti cul a rl y lose 
no tirne in proLesting if lheir enLe rt:.lin ­
ment lags at times. 

]n "A Man o f Ac ti o n," 

Thomas H. ]nce has met this uni ­
versa Id e III and for a fa st movi ng 
s lory tha t ca lTies compelling interesL 
in eve ry sce ne, for th e entire Lime of th e 
sLory is confin ed within twenty- four hours. 
Mirth and mys Lery :.llLernale in rapid order 
and a charming lo ve c lement is interwo ven 
in th e plot in such a m anne r that there is 
not a ull moment for the audi ence. 

As it stands, "A Man of Action" should 
prove the peppiest produ cLion of the 
current rel eas ing season, with a n 
abundan ce o f rip-I'oa l' in g co med y 
a nd dozens of SLll·pri ses. 

Douglas MacLean, who is fea tured 
in Lhi s new ln ce mys le ry cO Jll ed y, 
actuall y inj ects more <lction inlo th e 
piClure th a n h e did in "Twenly-Three 
a nd a Half] lours' !.eave," th e produ ction 
in whi ch he scor ed hi s inilia l triumph. 

11: was th e s tal' himself who firsl re­
marked o n the similariLy of th e "24-
hour" action o f his present vehicle 
and the ti Lie of hi s forme r success. 

Bradley King, in discussing th e rapid 
success ion o f events in "A Man o f Ac­
Li on," which was developed from h er o ri g­
in a l s tor y, pointed to th e well defin ed 
tendency in recent moti o n pi c tures to 

selec t o nl y the " hi gh spo ts" in th e life 
o f a c h a r acte r for presentation in the 
picture. 

"O ne o f the grea Les t mi s takes o f a ma­
teur scena ri o writers," sh e decla red, " is 
to cove r Loo much Li me in Lh ei I' stories. 
Some o f Lh em ca rry a single cha racte r 
from the cradic t o thc grave, whi.ch pre­
cludes the poss ibility o f snappy action. 

"By touching o nly th e ' high spots,' un ­
impo rta nt delail s are eliminaled and th e 
poss ibility o f s low, uninte res tin g inci­
dents c I'eep ing into the slory is grea tl y 
r ed uced. The sho rt period o f Lime rep re­

se nted in 'Twenty-T hree a nd a ]-I<llf 
Hours' Leave' \-vas, 1 be li eve, a convinc-

ing demo nstra tion o f thi s Lh eo ry." 
Tn "A Man o f Action," Douglas 
MacLean, as Bruce McAllister, is 
co nverted o v er ni ght fr om a 

spoiled, yo uthful milli o naire 
into a "go-getter ." The proc­
ess o f transfo rmation ca r-

ri es him through a se ries of amazing ad­
venLures, with SLlI'pri ses and thl'il ls occur­
ring so rapidl y that th ere is not a chan ce 
in a milli o n o f the spec tatol' becomin g dis­
intel'ested . 

McAllistel"s expe riences lead him from 
th e comfol' ts o f his ow n h ome into th e 
Barbary Coast underworld, face to fa ce 
with the nakedest fa c ts o f life; involve 

him wiLh a ga ng o f diamo nd thieves; 
ca rry him back to hi s own home di sgui sed 
as a co nspira Lo r in th e Lh eft o f a ha lf mil ­
li on dollars' worth o f hi s ow n jewels, a nd 
a lmos t la nd him in the so litude o f a ba r­
ren jail cell before th e a lll az ing web of 
mys tery d eve lope d by the a uth o r' is 
sLra ighlened oul. 

And it a ll happen s in a day a nd a ni ght! 
The entire fooLage of "A M<ln of Action" 

was so crammed with punches by the time 
all scenes 'were shot, tha t for a while it 
seemed th e picture co uld not be cut t o the 
required length without di srupting Lhe 
co ntinuity. 

Even th e nalives of San l~ ran cisco's 
Barbary Coast were give n a .Iibel·al ed uca­
Li o n in " history" when the Thomas H. 
Ince company w orl(ing in "A Man o f Ac­
ti o n" invaded tha t section fo r loca ti ons 
and res to red to its o ld -time colol' a por­
ti on of the fam ous unde rwo rld distri c t, 

for' Barbary Coas t, like New York's 
Bower'Y, is " noL what iL used to be." 

Before shoo tin g th e lInd e n ,vo rld 
sce nes, whi ch fo rm a s trikin g co ntras t 
to the "milliona ire row" .Ioca ti ons o f 
"A Man o f A c ti 0 n," exceptio nal ca re 
was taken to have eve r y detail correct. 
The result was a s urpri Sin g r evival o f 
life of the "old da ys" in the famou s 
"Dead Ca t" ca fe. 
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Trick Sets for Mystery COTI1ed y 
IN G EN UITY OF INCE TECHNICIAN S TAX]:<., D IN 
FOLLOWING STORY SETTINGS IN "A MAN OF ACTION" 

AINMENT of the excep­
t iona l- in moti on pictures 
as in o ther thin gs- requires 
uns tinted effort. Old tricks 
may readil y be give n a new 
appeal, but the presenta ti on 

o f real novelti es calls for a combina tion 
o f c rea tive ability a nd technical perfec­
ti o n to a deg ree seldom apprecia ted b y 
those w h o view the fini sh ed produc t. 

Co nvin cing ly illus tr'a ti ve of the d ifficul ­
ti es to be faced a nd the pa tien t e lTort to 
be expended in tra ns ferr ing to the screen 
some unu s u a I angle o f a s tory, w hich 

.. A Mall of Actioll " is 
again ,.ecoglliztd by !tis 

sweet/lta,.t. 

lIIi gh t be a lte red to sa ve time, a re 
seve ra l " trick se ts" used i n the 
ne w Th omas J-I. Ince m ys tery com­
edy, "A Ma n of Action." 

In writing the ori gin al s tor y, Brad­
ley Kin g un co nsciously develop ed 
a n exacti ng tes t of Mr. Ince's pench ­
a nt for correctness in detail s a nd 
pa ved the way to prosperity fo r a n 
obscure in ve nto.·. 

A probl em that p laced T nce s tudi o 
technicia ns in a qua nda ry res ulted 
from Mi ss Kin g's c rea tion of "The 
Deaco n," an h i la l'iously funn y eccen­
tri c ch a nlc te r in "A Mfl n o f Actio n," 
who, o wing to numerous unpleasa nt 
e ncounters with the law, h as devel­
o ped a kee n desire for pl enty o f "se­
c re t esca pes," so tha t h e may co n­
ti n lie hi s cri mina l ca ree l'. 

Mech a nical experts w ere co nferring on 
w ays a nd m ea ns o f provid ing "The Dea­
co n" with the trick exits so essenti al to 
hi s activiti es, when Mr. Ince lea nled o f a 

youn g in ve ntor w ho h ad been try ing to 
interes t the s tudio in hi ghl y complica ted 
des igns fo r nove lty se ts, w ith little success. 

Give n the oppo rtunity, this in ve n t o " 
planned fo r' "A Ma n of Actio n" some o f 
the most un u s u a I se ts ever developed, 
with the result that h e is now cons ta ntly 
engaged in des igning special se ts a nd is 
nearin g the rea liza tion of hi s greates t am­
biti o n. 

Douglas MacLea n, as Bru ce McAlli s te r, 
misguided yo un g m illio na ire, h ad the time 
o f hi s life try ing out the firs t o f these 
cleve r mech a nical sets. While viewing 

the und erwo rl d o f Sa n Francisco, curi­
os ity leads him into a d is reputable Ba r­
ba ry Coas t ca fe. Lea nin g aga ins t an 
appa rentl y h a rml ess wall, h e is sud ­
de nl y lopp led into a hidden/ den, where 
foul' c rooks a re mapping out a huge 
di amond r o bb e r y. Hurtling through 
the Hi r wh en the wa ll co ll a p ses, h e 
kn ocks o ne of the thu gs senseless, the 
s lunt being ped o rmed so nea tl y that 
the olhe r three yeggs p romp tly initi a te 
hi m as a member o f lheir ri ng. 

'When the di amond robbers ga in en­
tra nce to McA ll is t e r 's ow n 

home to make the ir h aul of 
gems, "The Deaco n," whose 
a mu sin g antics p r ov id e 

Raymo nd Ha llo n with a w onde rful oppor­
tunity for his pa rti cul ar style of comedy, 
immedia tely busies himself c rea ting exits 
for his "ge t-away." The r esult is a revolv­
ing pa nel tha t contr'ibutes ma ny of the 
stor y's most unex pected s ituati o ns, a nd a 

false fl oo r in fron t o f the fireplace, through 
w hich unsuspecting g u es t s a l'e plunged 
into the ce ll a r a t c riti ca l moments. 

T he mos t difficult obs tacles in Lh e 
entire p roducti o n, h owever, wel'e en­
counle red in building a s ta ircase with 
fold in g s teps. After sever al near-dis­
as trous failures, the i nve ntor pe..rected 
s teps tha t wo uld fold a nd unfold a t 
the touch of a butto n. The sudden 
descent of the dignifi ed la wye r in the 
s tor.\', w ho :is un fo rtun ate e nough to 
be o n the staircase as "The Deacon" 
is giving them a Les t, is o ne o f the 
mos t m irth-p rovoking co m e d y bits 
eve r film ed a nd is des tined to bring 
roa rs of la ughter f ro m every audience. 

Mac.Lea n and Ha tton admi tt e dl y did 
some o f lhei r grea tes t w ork in "The I-Iot­
ten tot," In ce's film ve rs io n o f the fa mous 
Will ie Collie r p lay, a nd made o f it o ne o f 
the seaso n 's o ut s t a n d in g ph otoplays. 
T hose who have been p d vileged to w it­
ness s tudi o p rev iews of "A Ma n o f Ac­
ti o n," h owever, m'e u na ni mo u s in the ' 
decla ra ti o n th a t Lh eir amaz in g s tunts on 
ihe " trick se ts" a re eve n funni er than 
th eir comedy highlights in "The Hotten­
tot." 

Ma rguerite de la Mo lle is the vi vacio us 
swee Lh ea rt in the s lo ry w h ose caus tic 
criti c ism dr ives Bru ce McAlli ster into the 
underwo rld in a n crT"o rt to ge t out o f the 

rut of ease a nd inactivity into which his 
wea lth h as thrus t him . T hat h e becomes 
"A Ma n of Action" i n hi s s ta rtling asso­
cia ti on with the di a mond thieves cannot 
be di sputed once the pi cture is tllI'own 
upo n the SCl'cen. 
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Light and ·Shade of "Locations" 
"A MA OF ACTION" CARRIES SCENES OF THE S \ N FRANCISCO OF TRADITIONS­
FROM EXCLUSIVE "NOB HILL" TO THE DINGY HAUN TS OF "B ARB \RY COAST" 

~~~~~ij]OB HILL a nd Bar bar y 
Coas t, th e exclus i ve colony 

'/~h~.L'IlI o f Sa n Fra nc isco's ri ch a mi 
th e shado wy r etrea t o f un ­
derworld denizens - these 
two fo rm th e sha rp con­

tras t in loca ti o ns w hi ch lend the a tm os­
pheri c bnckground fo r T homas H. In ce's 
"A Ma n o f Ac Li on," a mys te l'y comed y th a t 
is unique in its bl ending o f ex tremes. 

In th e grip o f its fas t-mov ing s tor y, th e 
a udi ence is ca rri ed in "A Ma n o f Acti o n" 
from th e go rgeo us homes o f a ri stocra ti c 
No b lIill , down into th e d ingy h aunts o f 
law-defyi ng c rooks, each co lorful in their 
ow n way, but rep rese nting two differe nt 
sp heres o f life in w hi c h no t eve n la n­
guage is th e sa me. 

'With ch a rac te ri sti c In ee th or­
oughness, th e li ght a nd s hade o f 
th ese Sa n Fra ncisco sho w p laces 
have been so skillfull y co n veyed 
to th e scree n that they re fl ect Lh e 
moocl sof the s to r y as Hi s unfo lded . 

BO I'ed I)y hi s surroundings, th e 
pa mpe red yo uth w ho is th e her'O 
o f Lh e ta lc leaves hi s own rea llll 
a nd descends into th e underwo rld , 
whe re, in Lh e fa mous "Dead Ca L" 
ca fe, he meeLs Lh e firs t rea l ad ve n­
tUl'e o f hi s life. 

Thi s pi c turesqu e old-time r eso rt, 
a ce nte r o f life and gai e ty whe n 
" the coast" was I' un n i n g w ide 
open , is no w a sh abby ea tin g 
jo int, whe re th e o ri gin ;!1 propr.ie­
to I', beLwee n ord ers, de li ghts in 
ta lking of th e "good o ld d ays." 
And hi s memories we re g iven Ii fe 
aga in when, in "A Ma n o f Acti o n," 
the Ince cO ll1pa ny r esLo red fo r a 

o uL to acco mmoda te the m a ny "ch a rac te rs" 
secured to wo rk in th e p ic ture. F resh saw­
du s t was sca tte red o n Lh e Hoor's, th e b a r 
was po li shed up a nd e ve n Lh e ba lte red, o ld 
p ia no Lh a t o nce po ur e d forth melodies 
fOI' Lh e da ncing o f p a i n t e d wo me n a nd 
Lhe il' gan gs ter co mpa ni ons was brought 
inLo ac ti o n to put zip into the scenes. 

To g ive rea lity Lo Lh e co ntras t de­
s i red, Lh e home o f a mi II ionai re w hi ch 
never befo re has been open to th e 
publi c was used for th e sce nes whi c h 
s h ow yo un g Bru ce McA lli sLer a t 
ho me, befo re a nd afte r h e beca me "A 
Ma n o f Act io n." 

A pe rso na l fri end o f MI'. Ince, who h as 
a h o bby fo r sec r e t p a n e l s a nd hidden 
rooms, ente r'ed inLo Lh e spir it o f th e pl'O-

time th e Bohemi a n a tlll osphere ~~~~~~::;:-:,+ 

o f Lh e p lace. 
T he ba rs we re ta ken down 

ft'om Lh e bac k doo r a nd seve ra l 
r ooms of Lh e pl ace, knee-deep 
in dus t, we l'e c lea ned 

du c ti on w hen h e read th e scri p t a nd 
offe red th e usc o f hi s pa la t ia l r esi­
dence to th e com pa ny. T he use of 
numerous tri ck ex its in th e myste ry 
th eme o f Lh e sLo ry so fascinated hi m 
lha t he abso lu te ly neglec ted th e routin e 
of hi s o ffi ce to foll o w th e "shoo Lin g" 
o f severa l scenes. 

Tn o rd e r 10 work out the mechan ica l 
seLs for th e s to ry, a number o f rooms o f 
th e milli ona ire's ho me we re du p li ca ted o n 
th e lnce loL a t Culve r City a t a hea vy ex­
pense. By Lh eir usc, var i o u s surp ri se 
s LunLs a re enacted th nt a rc a t once mys ti ­
fy in g a nd laugh-pl·ovokin g. 

In additi on to th e Ba rba ry Coast a nd 
No b I-lill loca ti ons, th e opening o f th e pi c­
Lure p r ese n t s a number o f wa Ler-fro nt 
scenes. Fo r a thrilling fi s t fi ghL s taged b y 

a rou ghn eck a fte r w h om McA lli sLe r seel(s 
to pa Llc rn himse lf d urin g hi s under wo rld 
Lour, o ne o f Lh e big Sa n F rancisco dock" 
was used. A tra mp stea lll e r , r ece ntl y a l'­
ri ved frOIll South Ameri ca, unloaded its 
c rew o f sea fa rin g ty pes a t a n op po rLun e 
m oment a nd lent pl entiful "a Lm osp here" 
to th e fi gh t. 

Ac tin g o n a " hunch ," th e di rec to r p layed 
th e rol e of casLin g direcLor, inte rvi ewed 
th e burl y sea me n a nd se lected Lhree of 
th e ir number to wo rk in Lhe p icture. They 
wer e film ed in a sc rim mage whi ch bea rs 
eve ry ma rk o f th e rea l Lh ing beca use, in 
fac t, it was . Fro m beg inning to e nd, the 
pa i nstaki ng ca re exel'cised i n choos i ng lo­
ca ti o ns fo r "A Ma n o f Acti o n" is evidenced 

in Lh e co n vinc in g r ca Ii t y a nd 
fo rce o f iLs indi vidu a l scenes. 

"Vould yo u be surpl' ised if yo u 
s ta rted Lo r oll a c iga rette a nd a 
row o f spa rkling di amo nds ro ll ed 
out o n yo ur' c iga rette pa p e l'? 
Thi s is ju s t o ne o f a se ries o f 
amaz ing Lhings th a t happe n to 
"H oppy," a n o ri g in a ll y eccentri c 
cha rac te r in "A Ma n o f Acti o n," 
a Thomas H. In ce mys te ry com­
edy th a t is packed w ith pun ch 
a nd pcp. T his specia l is di s­
tin c Ll y no t a so rdid dra ma of th e 
underwol' ld . 1t is a fas t-mo vin g, 
hi gh-cl ass m ys Ler y comedy o f 
Lhe "s ilk h a t" va ri ety. 
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Myst ery and Corned y 
• 

One zn 
HAHE COMBINATION IN "A MAN OF ACTION" 
WILL PLEASE THE JADED PICT UHE FAN 

YSTEHY and comcd y h ave 
long bcen li stcd as "sure­
fire" qualiti es in enterta in ­
ment of eve r y t ype, beca use 
the per'son whose cur'i os ity 
does no t r eact t o the ele-

ment suspense a nd who does not en-
joy a real laugh is an odd charac te r , 

The majority of mys tery comedies 
h ave been more or less limited in the 
scopc of th e ir appeal. They h ave 
played principally to th e h omc people 
in some in s t a n ces, to the restless 
yo u nger ge nera ti o n in others. "A Man 
o f Action," h o weve r, is guara nteed to 
keep suspens() and exci tement at white 
h ea t for eve rybod y. 

In "A Man of Action," Thomas H. Ince 
has provided both mystery and comedy in 
overfl owing measure fo r Lhe millions 
o f "regul a r folks" who appreciate real 
en terta inment. He h as a nswered the 
ca ll for "some thin g n ew;" h e h as 
screened a s to ry tha t is full o f snr­
prises a nd packed with laugh-p ro vok-
ing incidents. Its purpose is attained 
without reso rting to melodrama a nd 
by str ic t adhere nce to the In ce policy 

(fA Man oj Action" 
(Doug/as Mac­
Lean) dons lzand­
cuJ1sil1 lhis 
myslery comedy. 

of wholesome comedy. The producer's 
ach ieveme nt in registe rin g eve ry laugh 
and thrill with a 100 per cent wallop is 
pe rhaps due in no sma il measure to the 
a uthor's maintenance of a s in gle view­
point thro ughout the st or y. The en tire 
action of the pictuI'e is carri ed out from 
the point of v iew of Br u ce McAllister, 
pampered h eir to a fortun e in diamonds, 
w hose cou ntl ess adve ntures are the logi­
ca l cen ter of i nte rest. 

This practice of definitely selecting a n 
a ngle from which to t e ll a stor y a nd then 
slaying with it, t o th e excl usion o f all 
o ther issues, is admittedl y o ne o f the 
gr'ca tes t a ids to pe rfect con tinuity. 

Indiscr imin ate tra ns fere nce o f inte res t 
from one charac te r La a noth er weakens 
a stOI'y a nd keeps the mind actively en-

gaged in dete rminin g "w ho's who." [11 

"A Man o f Acti on," o n the o ther h a nd , th e 
s lo ry is told so s im p ly a nd directl y tha t 
the mind is clea r to a bso rb eve r y detai l, 
and thi s is for tunate, beca use its thrill s 
are outnumbe red on ly b y its laughs. 

·With yo un g McA lli s te r forced to join a 
gang of c l'ooks anel co-opcra te in thc rob­
ber y of a h a lf million do ll a rs' w o rth o f hi s 
own diamo nds, frO Ill h is own h ome, SO IIl C 
1' [ th e most perplexing myste ry s itu a ti o ns 
eve r evo lved are pl'esented in Lhis newest 
o f Ince features. 

S low ly a nd uncan nil y, a hand reaches 
frolll behind the folds of a curta in a nd a 
fo rtun e in gems disappea rs! 

A hid len sp rin g is touched, the stair 
steps fo ld shut a nd the villain in di sguise 
c ras hes La the 11 001'. A scc ret panel s lides 
ope n a nd a stra nge face peers out! 

Five c harac te rs, ~III present when Mc­
AlIi sLe r's di amo nds disappear, a ll suspect. 
each other of th e theft. Thc va l LI abl e jew­
e ls appea r a nd di sappea r in a most as ton ­
ishing way, adding to the suspense. Fir s t 

Lh ey are in a c iga r' box, the n in a to­
bacco sack, and aga in in the sa fe, where 
they belong. Fina ll y they turn up in 
the h a n d b ag of McAlliste l" s fi a ncee, 
much to her' emba rrassllle nt. 

All through th e ama zing adventures 
of McAllister, masqu e radi ng as a c rook 
in hi s ow n home, .it is neve r possible 
for th e audience to fo resee thc outcome 
o f th e ta ngle into which the va ri ous 
eha racte rs a re drawn. Ballling secrets 
an d shive l'y exc iteme nt a re maintained 
in thi s unique sto ry to the ve I'y end , 

when th e rea l thief is identifi ed. With 
a laugh to balance eve r y dl'ama tic punch, 
it is impossi bIc t o r'cma in un y ie lding to 
the fascinating grip of th e sLor y. 

Not s i nce the release of "Office r 666" 
h as there been a p ho top lay so i n­
tri guin g a nd th e s uppl y of co m e d y 
possibi liti es seemin gly is without a 
limit. An d a ll th e comedy did not 
I'each the screen, a lo t of it was inc i­
dental to the production of the pic­
tu re a nel se rved to keep the cast in a 
.jov ia l mood, Amo ng o the r things the 
h andcuffs used o n Douglas MacLean, 
whose portrayal of Bruce McAllister 
will be a r epetition of hi s triulllph in 
"The ] lot tento t," furni sh ed a ba rre l 
full of laughs for his fellow players. 
The key to Lh c cull's was co ntinu a lly 
being los t, p u rpose l y 0 1111 oth erwise, 
until MacLean 1ina ll y de fea t ed the 
practical joke rs o n the lot by having a 
h a lf doze n dup li ca tes made an d con­
cea ling them in readily accessible 
p laces. 

But tbe fun tbe company h ad while at 
work in "A Man of Actio n" is re fl ected in 
the spo ntaneo us humor o f the production. 



[10J Th e SILVER SHEET 

Casting a Mystery COn1edy 
STELLAR COMBINATION IN "A MAN OF ACTION" SHOWS 
IMPORTANCE OF ATTENTION TO CHARACTERIZATION 

~~iSil .HOMAS H. INC E scores 
again with a "perfect com­
bin a ti o n" cast! Every 
player h as a made-to-order 
role. And thi s has been 
accomplish ed in spite of the 

e new mystery comedy, "A 
Man of Actio n," includes several chamc­
teriza ti ons that a re not what man y play­
el's co nsider " des irable." 

Portra yal o f an indiv idual o f sh ady 
ch aracter o r vill a in ous in sti ncts is not 
always w elcomed by the actor or ac­
tress. A pOl'lion o f the public is apt 
to say, " I've often w o ndered what w as 
s trange about him. He's probably like 
that in r eal life I" Or, " She IS a 
vixen. She seems so natural in that 
p a rt, it ca n' t all be acting !" And no­
body likes to be talked about that 
way, whether they dese l've it or not. 

In "A Ma n o f Action," a mys tery com-
edy of unlimited thrill s a nd l a u ght e l', 
much o f the s tory is la id in the under­
w odd a nd there a rc ma ny "difficult" t ypes. 
By a p rocess of ca reful elimina ti on, h ow ­
ever, the li s t o f prospects w as thinned out 
untiL every ro le h ad been filled with jus t 
the ri ght type. F inally, the ex tras w er e 
h a nd piclw d from Sa n F ra ncisco's w ater 
front, ma kin g "A Ma n o f Ac ti on" a p ic­
tlll'e of accuracy to the small es t de ta il. 
]n fact, o n viewing it, the para-
mount impress ioni s tha t the 
s to ry mus t have been writ­
ten a r 0 u n d the chosen 
players, r a thel' t han 
the playe rs fitted to 
their r oles. 

Do u g l as Mac­
Lea n, as B ru ce 
Mc Alli s t e l', a 
s ilk - s tockin g 
yo uth of the idle 
ri c h wh o b e­
comes a " road ng 
lion" in twenty­
f OUl' h o ul' s o f 
ri o t o u s adve n­
tures, grasps the 
o p P OI' tun i t y to 
do some of the 
most impl'essive 
ch a racter draw­
ing o f his screen 
ca r ee l'. Fro m 
the brilli a ncy of 
th e dr a wing 
room to the drab­
ness o f the un­
derworld, hi s Bl'llce McAlli s ter is a living 
being, although hi s t ra nsformati on from a n 
h eil' to milli ons into a crook in di sguise, is 
so complete tha t it baffi es even his swee t­
hea l't. 

MacLea n h as the fa culty o f playing up 
to the comed y s itua ti ons a nd in this pic­
ture it keeps him busy coll ecting laugh s. 
Although, apart from hi s makeup, he ac­
tuall y looks different a fter seeing life as it 
is alo ng Ba rbal'y Coast, the w ell -known 
MacLea n smile is always doing its duty. 
Through B r u ce McAlli s ter 's convincing 
demo nstrati on o f just wha t a m a n of ac­
ti on sh ould do, h e wins every h ea rt. 

Fascinating Ma rguerite de la Molle, as 
Bruce's fi a ncee, Helen Sumner, proves a 
delightful r easo n for the I'ich yo uth's de­
velopment into a r eal h e-ma n. In h er p or­
tr aya l of the swee thea rt 
whose s ubtl e critic isms 
and taunts arouse in 
McAllis ter the la tent 
p owe r t o d o 
things for him­
self, sh e com­

bines a ll the 
line touch es 
of perso nal-
ity a nd his­
tri oni c a bi 1-
ity th at h ave 
co n tributed 
t o h e r i n­
c r eas in g 
p op u I a r ity. 
Sh e l oo k s 

the part and ac ts it with rare s ince rity 
and ch a rm. 

And then there is the invaria bl y inter ­
esting Raymond Hatton, whose co-opera­
ti o n with Douglas MacLea n in previous 

Ince fea tures h as been a source of much 
pleasure to milli ons of fans. In " A Ma n 
o f Acti on" he h as one o f the mos t brilli ant 
comedy cha racterizati ons of his wide ex­
p erience. H e appea rs as "Hoppy," a sh ell 
sh ock v ict im, wh ose chi e f ambition is to 
crea te a noise less explos ive. His w ork in 
the picture is in reality a r apid-fire offer­
ing o f bl'3nd new gags, cl imaxed by hi s 
fin al discovery o f a n expl os ive tha t, w hile 
fa r from b eing noiseless, is sufficiently 
pow erful t o sh atter the nerve of a ga ng o f 
high class di amond robbers a nd literally 
rock the audi ence with la ughter . 

A n o th e r ch a rac teriza ti on o f fin e 
di scrimina ti on is given by Wil­

liam COUl,tright, w h o is cast as 
"The Deacon," a n ex tremely 

ecccn td c h abitue o f the 
underwo rld. He has a 

m a n i a f o r co n­
s tru c tin g sec r e t 
ex its, so tha t un­
pl easant encounters 
with the law may 
be few a nd fa r be­
tween. The pa rt is 
undeniably o rigina l. 

Ka theri ne Lewis 
is e fl'ecti vely cas t as 
"FI'isle-O" Rose, a n­
other o f the group 
o f crooks who make 

things so intel'esting 
fol' B ru ce McAllis ter 
when h e s ta rts out t o 
sec Ii fe. Her specialty 
is s teerin g nimble fin -

gers into other p eople's 
pockets. 

The r ema ining r oles 
in "A Man of Action" 
a re depi c ted by Arthu r 
Mill e tt, W a d e Boe Ller , 
Kin gsl ey Benedi ct a nd 
Arthur Stewart Hull. 

Douglas MacLea n h as 
acco mpl ished what the 
a v e r age r ed- blooded 
yo ung f e ll o w dl'eams 
a bou t a t some time o r 
othel'. As Bnlce McAl­
li ster , in "A Ma n o f Ac­
tion," the s nappy mys­
tery comedy for which 
a r eco rd success is pre­
di c ted, h e sh atters all 
th e trad iti ons 0 f hi s 

well I'egulatedlife, coll ects a thrill a min­
ute for 24 h ours, and emerges from hi s 
amazing series of adventures a bellel' ma n. 
And in the background o f this fas t-moving 
myslel'y-co medy is a gri ppi ng love s tory. 
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Miss de la Motte is Versatile A rtist 
HER ROLE IN "A MAN OF ACTION" SHOWS 
HER IN ENTIRELY NEW CHARACTERIZATION 

rL VE H SHEET astrologists 
predi c t th e rise in the near 
future o f a nothe r s ta r in 
th e c i nema sky-Marguerite 
de la Motte, who appeal's 

~~~~~~ opposite Douglas MacLean 
in "A Ma n o f Acti on." Ce rta inl y nobody 
deserves s t a I'd 0 m more 0 1' h as w o rk ed 
harder fo r i t. For Marguerite h as lea rn ed, 
ea rl y in life, o ne o f its bi g lessons-to 
sm il e when yo u fee l like cl'y ing. 

To go back a little-jus t a ve l'y little, for 
s he is only nin eteen now- Mal'guerite ann 
hel' p are nt s a nd littl e 
bro th e r found life something 
o f a problem durin g the 
ea rl y days o f h er ca r ee r. 
"Toe dan ce s" w er e bread 
a nd butte l' at that time. The 
da il y practi ce a t th e intri­
ca te mazes of the dancing 
which earned h el' a weekly 
sa la l'y in th e days b efo re s he 
"an'ived" on th e sC l' ee n 
gave to the com ing film star 
a poise a nd ease of m ove­
ment th a t s ince h ave won 
fol' h e r the name o f be in g 
" th e most g race ful girl o n 
th e sCl'een." 

She was dancing a t a 
th ea t e r d o wn Lo wn 
when a gi l'! fri end took 
h er out to the Lasky 
Studios. A ch a nce mee t­
ing with Douglas Fa ir­
ba nks won fo l' h er a part 
in hi s production of 
"Al'izon a" and no t long 
::Jfterwanls she ea rn ed 
bo th the attention a nd 
the praise of c riti cs 
wit h h e r p e rforma nce 
of "M i I a d y" in hi s 
scree n adaptation o f 
the "Three Musketeers." 

Even leadin g ladi es h ave 
their trial s- and thi s lead­
ing l ady, wh e n " l eads" 
fai led to roll in o n sched­
ul e Lime, ga ll a ntl y cooked 
and washed, iro ned and 
sew ed in between w ork 
periods. Two 0 1' three year s 
ago a n a utomobil e acci de nt bereaved her 
o f b o th father and mother. H er sor­
row, in o ne way, has don e much to further 
h e r work on th e s i Iver sh ee t, as w ell as to 
mould h er charac ter. It gave h e r added 
di gnity and pathos a nd lent h e r work a 
depth and ma turity as surprisin g as it is 
ch a rmin g when combined with h e r yo uth . 

Miss de la Motte's work with Douglas 
Fairbanks a ttr ac t ed the attention of 
Thomas H. Ince, who took a ha nd in the 

game a nd cast he r fo r a leadin g role in 
hi s production, "What a Wife Lea rned." 
Her inte rpretati on o f "Sh eila Dorne," a 
typical " m ode rn woman" wh o goes 
thl'ough a mighty s tl'u gg l e b efo r e sh e 
lea rns th a t even th e new w oma n ca n not 
outwit love, w o n fo r h e r the leading femi­
lIin e ro le in "Sc::Jrs o f J ea lousy" and also 
in "A Man of Acti o n." 

With the tra ining sh e received a t the 
h a nds o f the sc ree n 's bes t kn own make r 
o f s ta rs a nd h e r w ork in Jnce productions 
as a big upward s tep o n the s uccess lad-

Jl,1ar!lll erit e de la Moll e, one of screen's most 
versatile players, in "A Man of A ction" 

de l', she is now forging ahead rapidly. 
She is w odd ng with all h e r mi ght fo r the 
coveted white li ghts tha t pl'Oclaim a new 
star to the pictul'e fan world. 

In the meantime sh e s tick s to h er danc· 
ing as a pastime and an exercise, and ad­
vises all gi rls to study it, even thou gh they 
do no t intend to use it pl'Ofessionally. Fol' 
dan ci ng not onl y is "a wonderful aid to 

physica l culture," so sh e explains, but also 
h e lps " to k eep th e mind sunny" a nd that, 
in h er opini o.n, is th e bi gges t asset of all 
in fa c ing life. 

Miss de la Motte is g i fted in numerous 
ways besides actin g fo r the cam era- not 
g ifts that eve r will win grea t laure ls, but 
whi ch make h e l's an inte res ting p e rson­
ality a nd gi ve h el' something to think 
a bout and t alk bes ides "shop." With lit­
tl e appa rent effort, sh e paints well a nd 
a lso composes music. H e r fil' s t o riginal 
composition for th e pia n 0, "Shattel'ed 

Idols," a I I' e a d y h as been 
published- a nd that in spite 
o f the fa ct th a t her only 
knowl edge of playing is by 
ea r. 

And s he has ambi­
tions to write a book. 
"Oh, no t a bi g, se rious 
tome," sh e explains dep­
reca tin g ly, " but just a 
w ee diary of my ' littl e 
th oughts.''' She means 
to write into it some­
thin g o f h e r favorite 
phil osoph y of life. She 
will advise everyo n e 
th a t th e big secre t of 
walloping life is to " just 
sm ile when you feel like 
c ry ing," a nd sh e will 
quote Mary Pickford, 
who once told h e l' that 
when a g irl had lea rned 
th a t lesso n, sh e might 
co nside l' that s he had 
take n h e r firs t big st ep 
tow a rd s success. 

Incidenta ll y, Miss de I a 
Motte has some inte res ting 
ideas o n the subject o f mat­
rim ony. She got them from 
woridng in Bradley King's 
picture, "A Man o f Action." 
She got to thinking- rathel' 
a fatal habit when the s ub­
ject i s matrimony- a nd the 
s um to tal was that Bradley 
Kin g h ad written a nice 
piece of philosophy into h er 
s tory when she put a title 
into Mal'guerite's mouth to 
th e effe ct : "A gi 1'1 doesn't 
w a nt th e man sh e manies 

to b e a saphead ; sh e wants him to be 'a 
man of actio n.' '' That's another way of 
se rvin g noti ce o n the admire rs of the fair 
Marguerite not to miss "A Mft n of Action" 
if they w a nt to see h ow far they'll have 
to measure up if they want to register 
with her. Her chm'acte riza tio n in thi s cur­
rent Thomas H. Ince mystery-comedy is a 
convincing reason fOl' the h ero's con ver­
sion from a "s ilk -s tocJdng youth" o f th e 
idl e ri ch 10 "a ma n o f action." 
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LA U GHS-THRILLS-MYSTERY 
THERE IS REAL COMEDY OR GRIPPING MYSTERY 
EVERY MINUTE IN THIS THOMAS H. INCE RELEASE 

1ffi~~~~~VERY photop lay has its " bi g 
moment"- the c I i III a x th a t 
ove rsh adow s in interes t ev­
er y o th er f e a tu r e o f th e 
s tor y. And in filnlin g a stor y 

~~!!j~~~ th e l-e is inv ~lI- i a bl y a "big 
moment" fo r the pl aye rs- so me pa rti cul a r 
sequ ence in whi ch, through chan ce or o th ­
erwi se, th e p a rtici pants a re given a thrill 
th a t does not reach th e scree n. 

In "A Ma n of Acti o n," a m ys t e r y 
co rn edv in which Thoma s H . 'Ince's de­
ma nd 'for' reali sm developed ma ny un ­
ex pected obs tacles, both th ese c limaxes 
came fl 'o m the sa me source, the sensa­
ti o na l ha lf milli on do llar di a mond rob­
ber y th a t fea tures the sto r y. F or a box 
o f spa rkling dia monds, th e lure o f a ll 
thi eves a nd th e underl y ing ca u se o f 
countl ess tragedies, cas t th eir m ys te­
ri ous spe ll o ve r th e Ince lo t a nd im­
pe ril ed th e sa fety o f th e director and 
severa l o f th e lea din g p laye rs. 

In the s tor y, Douglas MacLea n, as B ru ce 
McA lli s te r, is hei r to a fortune represented 
in vas t di amo nd mines , During an " in va­
s io n" o f the underworld , which he pl a nned 
to counteract th e innuence o f a life o f pa m­
pered ease, he is un'\vi llin gly initia ted into 
a ga ng o f da rin g ge m robbers. Blackj acked 
into submi ss io n, h e rega ins his senses in hi s 
own home, to find th a t h e is th e unrecog­
nized v ictim o f th e robber'y plo t a nd th a t 
to sa ve a fo rtlll'le in jewels h e must outwit 
the c rool( s a t th eir o wn ga me. 

T he result is a night of as to ni shin g hap­
penin gs, durin g whi c h m a n y h a nd s, 

Marguerite de 10 M alle 
and Douglas MacLeall, 
principals in III< mysltry 

drama. 

prOITIpted by th c s ini s te r innuencc o f grced, 
grope for th c h a lf milli o n do ll a rs in glittc r ­
ing s toncs. ' ''' ith a t Icas t threc know n fac­
ti o ns doubl c-c l'Ossi ng each o th er, th e di a­
monds ap pear a nd d isappca r undc r surpri s­
ing conditi o ns, until it is imposs ible to de­
te rmin e th e outcome. 

Pa rti cul a r care was exc rcised in se lectin g 
hi gh-c lass pas tc sto ncs, t o bc used in shoo t­
ing thc di a mo nd robber y sequ encc a nd th e 
d irecto r procecdcd w ith hi s w ork. Dcve l­
opmcnt o f th c lirs t lllm, h o wever, rcvca lcd 
th a t th e fa ke di amon ds, while pass ing scru ­
t iny o f th c hUlll a n eye, h ad fa il cd to regis tc r 
their a rtifi c ia l spa rkl c through the Icnsc o f 
th c ca mcra. ]n sharp deta il , th e ca mcra eye 
h ad ex poscd thc fl a ws o f thc s to nes, jus t as 
it di sc lo s es th c 1I1 0s t o b sc ur e facial 
bl emi shes. 

Determin ed to h ave rea li sm at a ny 
cost, Mr. ln ee approved a r ran geme nts 
to secure a half ,milli o n dolla rs' w orth 
o f rea l di amo nds fo r the scenes. One 
of th e bigges t jew e lry firm s in Los An­
geles ag r ee d to " rent" th e di a mo nds, 
prov idin g th e tr'a n sac ti o n w as kept 
s tri c tl y secre t until the spa rkl e rs were 
return ed sa fe ly to their ow ners. The 
te rms w ere agreed to a nd onl y th e ex­
ecuti ves, direc tor and ca mera men w ere 
" le t in" on th e facts . 

Without di sc los ing the secre t, th e rea l 
di a m o nd s we re subs tituted fo r th e p aste' 
s to nes a nd th e va rious pl aye rs in cast h ad 
no idea tI}flt thc I i W e black. box handl cd so 
careless ly by th cm co nt a In e d a fortun c. 
From h a nd to h a nd , th c di a mo nds passed 
without mi sha p a nd th e r o bb e r y scc nes 
wcrc nJmcd in reco rd time, 

The diamo nds wel'e re turn ed to th eir 
vault in Los Angc lcs w ith th e sa me ca rc 
Lhat thcy hacl bcc n ta kcn out to the In ce 
s tudi os a t Cul ve r City, Four arill cd m en 
a nd two po li ce dogs, in a r aci ng car, 

se r vcd as gua rds o f th e lilli e black box dur­
ing both trips. Onl y a ftc r Ihe success ful rc­
turn of the s to nes wc re th e members o f th e 
compa ny inform ed tha t th ey had bee n h a n­
dlin g ge nuine di amonds and no t imita ti o ns, 

But in t.h e m ea ntim c, th e undel'wo l'lcl , 
through it ~; en'ecti ve sys tem o f comillunica­
ti o n, had bcc n " tippcd on'" th a t th c bluc 
whitc s to nes w erc b eing used a t the Ince 
studi o and thrcc h oldup mcn pl a nned t o 
lI1 akc a ri ch haul. 

But they fa il ed- a nd thc h ero demo n­
s tra ted that h c w as "a ma n o f acti o n." 

" Brucc M C/l l/isler" 
( Douglas MacL ean) 
" Irapped" ill llis 

1101IJc. 



Th e SILVER SHFET [13] 

zn "A MAN of ACTION 
SURPRISE SITUATIONS ARb IN ABUNDANCE 
IN THIS MYSTERY COMEDY 

MOST peop le like to be surpri sed, except 
by bill coll ec tors or other unwelcome 
visitors, a nd thi s is a lead ing reason 

why "A Man o f Action" is calculated to be o ne 
of the season's grea tes t dravving ca nis, It is 
full o f surpri ses , 

The pi c tu re's combi na li o n th eme of mystery 
and comedy lends itse lf adlllirabl y to the in ­
tl'odu ctio n o f nLIIll e rous sur p r i scsi tuations, 
without brea kin g th e thl'ead o f th e s tor y, 

One of th e Orst un expected events is th e svvift in ­
trod ucti o n o f Bru ce McAllister, the mo ll ycodd le 
hel'o o f " A Man o f Acti o n," to th e seamy side of life 
in th e ul1ci erwor.ld o f Bal'bary Coas t, whi ch co nverts 
him into a vi go r o u s "go-gette r," He is lea ning 
against th e wal l. of the "Dead Ca t" ca fe, qui e tl y 
viewing its ha bitues and accusto ming himse lf to 
the " atmosphe re" of th e p lace, when th e wal l sud­
denly opens up behind him and he is p~lnged back­
W~I I 'd, His speed y descent into a den o f c rooks 

"A Man of Action ," a mirthfu l m ys­
te ry-co medy featuri ng Douglas Mac­
Lea n, bea l's a relllarkabl e sirni .la rity 
to "Twe nty -T hr ee a nd One-Ha lf 
I-JOUI'S' Leave," his .ors t big triumph, 
in that the ac ti o n of th e story a ll 
ta kes p lace within tw en t y- fo ur 
houl's, This latest release is even 
swiftc l' and funni er than a ny thin g 
Mac Lea n has ye t clone, and the audi ­
e nce is kep t guess ing co ntinu a·ll y, 

"A NIall o f Ac ti o ll ," \v hi ch is bein g 
re leased by Thomas H, Ince as a suc­
cessor to "The Hottentot," .in wh ich 
Ma cLea n a lso appearecl, is the whir l­
wind s t o r y o f a pampered socie ty 
~r o uth who is tran s formed from a 
"lamb" into a " roa rin g li on," "All the 
world loves a love r," a nd that's one 
reason why the publi c will vveJconw 
Douglas MacLea n's co nvi nc i ng cha 1'­

acte rizali o n in " A Man o f Action," 

ca tches the bully of the crowd un a wa res, and 

D ouglas MacLeall and 
Marguail" de la M Oil', 
(1$" Bruce M cAl/isla" and 

"HI/en Sumner." 

ing McA llist e r is 
hail ed as a " regular 
gu~r " by three other 

th e la Lter 
is fl oo red 
for " th e 
DO U n t." 
Compl e te­
ly with­
out warn-

yeggs in the room, is mista ken 
no to ri ous "Chi cago Kid" a nd wel comed 
to th e nock. Latcr, h c is un expcctedly 
hit on thc h ead with a blackjack by a 
thu g who mistakes him for somco ne 
else, The mistakc is p romptly r ea li zcd, 
but poli ce a re seen approach ing a nd 
th ere is nothing for his c rook com­
panions to do but pi ck himup and make 
a ge taway, He awakes, not in so me 
eli ngy hidi ng place, but in his ow n hom e! 

Recovering from this s urpri se, Bruce 
fa ces a number o f equa ll y amazing turns in 
cvcn ts, He lea rns th a t h e, himse lf, is the 
rcal victim of a half mil li o n dol la r di amo nd 
rob ber y plot hatch ed by th e ga ng, undel' 
th e lcade l'ship of a man " higher up," 

The man "hi ghcr up" puts in a n C1ppear-
11nce a nd Bruce .onds him to be, not a 
strange r, but the McAl li ster fal1lil y lawye r 
nnd trust ed administrator of hi s es tate! 
Prcston, the lawye r, is s tartl ed by th e bo­
gus "C hicago Kid 's" r emarkab lc lik eness to 
Bruce McAlliste r, but Bruce p lays up to hi s 
I'o le and re li eves th e la wye r 's a nxicty to 
such an cx tent that he is ga rbed in hi.s own 
eve nin g c lo thes to pose as himself! 

There is a c rook al ien to the dia ­
mond ga ng working in th c h ouse, who 
succeeds in ga ining possession o f the 
s to le n diamonds, but he is c loa ked in 
abso.lute mystery and unable, for vari­
ous reaso ns, to escape from th c Mc­
Alli s te r mans io n, ·which, by this time, 
has become a veritab le madhouse ow­
in g to th c astounding clisappearances 
lind reappeara nces o f the fortune in 
ge ms, One o f these reaso ns is "Hoppy," 
a peculi ~II ' she ll shock victim, who, co n­
s tantl y expe rirn e nting with powdcrs in 
a n attempt to produce a noiseless ex­
p losive, is inadvcrtently blocking the 
wa~r of th e " phantom thie f, " 
Finally, the c r own in g surpri se of all 

cO lll es when "Hoppy" crea tes an explos ive, 
not a no ise less but an exccedin gly powerful 
o ne, that wrecks the room a nd disrupts the 
e ntire proceedin gs, The identity o f the 
hidde n "Rarnes," which is th c foremos t 
po int of curi os ity in e veryon c's mind , is l'e­

vea led when he emerges 
from his hiding place. 

.. Brl/ce IvlcAllis ler" 
( D o l/ gla s MacL"",) 
comes in con/rul willJ tIle 

"law, " 
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Madge Bellamy • "Gold Camera Girl" IS 
• PRESIDENT HARDING, GOVERNORS, OFFICIALS AND FANS 

"REGISTER" BEST SMILES FOR THOMAS H. I N CE STAR 

HEN a gid begins to grind 
the c ra nk o f a movie box­
a nd that girl is Madge Bel­
lamy- a nd the box is a spe­
cia ll y made go ld ca mera­
with the bus i ness-l ike littl e 

opera lor w ea rin g a n intent frown much 
loveli er th a n lots o f smil es- w ell , .it w oul d 
take a p re tty h a rd sh ell that 
w oul d n' t c rack under ' such 
pressure as tha t a nd " look 
pleasa nt." 

s ludi ed famous screen actresses a nd their 
w od, ; she studi ed stod es a nd their con­
s tru cti o n. And then sh e w ent to w ork to 
lea rn the techni ca l e nd of the movie game, 
stud ying lightin g e fl"ects, time ex posures 
and le ns. 

One day Thomas H. Ince discovered tha t 
he hacl a c lever motio n p icture op eralo r 

o f the oulcas t Na n in "I-Iail the W oma n ;" 
whose "Lol'n a Doone" captured countl ess 
h ea rts, a nd whose "Peggy Fa irfax" in 
"The Hottentot" made every mother 's son 
w a nt to be a steeplech ase rider . Mr. Ince 
does n' t be li eve in "pel'sonal appea l'a nces," 
a nd neither does Miss Be ll a m y, but a 
"ca mera tour" across the country w as an ­
o ther ma tte r'. 

An itinerary o f America's key 'c iti es w as 

Madge Bell amy is back in 
Culver Ci ty a nd w.i th h e r 
sh e brought the w o rld 's best 
coll ecti on o f F amous Folks' 
Smiles. As a so u ve nil' o f 
some t en thousand a nd odd 
miles o f tr ave l that h ave 
taken h er across the co nti ­
nent and back to the F ilm 
Capital, sh e h as bl'ought ten 
lhousa nd cellul oid feet o f 
notabl e faces on film rec­
o rd; the promises of twenLy 
go vern o rs Lo attend the Los 
Angeles Moti o n P icture Ex­
pos itio n in Jul y, a nd enough 
scalps to assure Lh e S. H. O. 
s ign a t eve ry thea ter w he re a 
Ma d ge Be ll a m y p icture is 
sh own fro m now on. 

MADGE 
BELLAMY 

arra nged a nd Miss Bell a my set out, 
cha rged with a double mi ss io n. She 
w as to com plete h er t ec hni ca l 
s tudi es of mo ti o n picture photog­
raph y by sc reenin g "nota bl es" in 
every ci ty tha t sh e v is ited, thereby 
ga ining a diploma through p racti­
ca l expe ri ence. And she w as lo 
de.live r to the same " no tables" a nd 
everyone else who ca me within 
r each o f h er vo ice a special invi ­
ta ti o n to a ttend the Los Angeles 
Moti on P icture Ex pos itio n. 

t he "G 0 l d 
C a m era 
G i r l," i n 
ac t i o n . 

P res id nt a nd Mrs. Ha rd­
i ng h ead the I is t o f celeb­
riti es w ho loo k e d their 
bes t fo r the "Gold Camer a" 
gid o n h e r cl'oss-country 
tour'. Gove rn o r AI. Smith 
o f Alban y a nd Mayo r' H y­
Ia n o f New Yo rk City set 
as id e sta te and c ity rou­
line to pose for Mi ss Bel­
lamy a nd to rece i ve from 
h er the go ld invita ti on ca rd 
inv iting them to a tt e nd 
the exposi ti on whi ch wi II 
sho w the w orld some 1I 11 -

usual things about the p ic­
tUl'e indu stry in Jul y. Of­
fi cia ls in a ll the o th e r 
s ta tes a nd ci ti es whi ch s he 
vis ited trea ted h er w i th 
equ a l de ference, with the 
result that Miss Bell a my'S 
cross-country tour is o ne 
o f the mos t success ful e ver 
made. 

T hree yea rs o f ha rd wo rk 
h ave go ne into the makin g o f 
the newest T h o m as H . Ince 
s ta r. vVhen sh e left Broadway, 
w here she was play ing with 

la1ll y "s h 0 0 I i 11 g" 
G ov. A I. S mith of 
New Yo rk . 
B elow - Sewring 
th e sig1led pro mis e 
of Ma y o r -e l ect 
W illia m E. D ever 
of Chicago to al­
tend t It e m o t i 0 1l 
piclu. re expositi01l. 

Willi am Gm ette in "Dea r Brutus," to r eg­
is ter fo r Lh e cameras, sh e a ttacked h er 
ne'\\' pro fess ion wi lh the same a rdo r tha t 
w on h er' a place in a Broadway produc­
ti o n befo re she w as se v e n t ee n. She 

as well as an ac tr ess s ta r on the lot. 
"Fans" a nd exhibitors from end to e nd o f 
the country h ad been begging for " jus t 
one look" a t the bea utiful girl w ho c re­
a ted such a s tit· with h el' interpreta ti on 

Sa lt Lake City, Chi cago, Alba ny, 
New Yo rk City, P hil ade lphi a, 
Washingto n, B altim o r e, Atl a nti c 
City, Ha rri sburg, Pittsburgh, Buf­
falo, Co lum bus a nd Clevela nd arc 
the c i Lies w here Miss Bell amy came, 
saw a nd co nque red . 

:If she co ul d h a ve h eeded the 
spec ia l invit a ti o n s whi c h 
poured in to h er b y wire, lette r 
a nd radi o, she w ould h a ve go ne 
to hundreds o f o thers. T homas 
H. Inee had some definite ideas 
on tha t subj ect, h oweve r, the 
firs t a nd foremost b eing that 
Miss Bell am y w as needed back 
in Culve r City to beg in w ork 
o n a new pi cture. 

Miss Bell amy's firs t s ta rring ve­
hicl e will be "Ungua rd ed Ga les," 

in whi ch sh e is supported 
by a splendi d cast. 

Few possesso rs o f di a­
mo ncl s rea li ze th at the total 
value o f di a m o nd s in the 
world ap prox imates 111 0 r c 
tha n a billi o n do ll a rs a nd 
tha t one-ha lf o f these a re 
own ed in the UniLed Sta tes. 
Ha lf a milli on do ll a rs' worth 
o f the fin es t bl u e- whi t e 
ston es in the eoun tr·y w ere 
" re nted" from a Los Ange­
les jewelry es tabli s hment to 
sec u r e r ea I i s ti c ph o t o­

grap hi c results in the big scenes o f "A Ma n 
o f Action," a new mys tery-comedy pro­
du ced by Thomas J-T. Ince, in which a gem 
r obbery provides the mos t baUling "punch " 
ever' screened in a n Ince producti on. 

,4 
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"Soul of the Beast" 
• zs Novelty! 

THOMAS H. INCE'S BIG SPECIAL FOR MbTRO RELEASE 
WINS WITH FRESHNESS AND A P PEA LIN G DRAMA 

THING ne w" - that's 
what th e p eo pl e want. 
Thomas H. Ince has proved 
it wi th "Soul of the Beast," 

~~~r~~.(l l his screen n ove l t y o f the 
~~~~~~ yea l' which h as just been 

Metro Pictures Corporation, 
At pre-views nnd the ea rl y showings in 
big firs t run h ouses, thi s novelty specia l 
has drawn such record c r o wd s that it 
promises to es tnbli sh a new popular rec­
ord in the ch a in of Marcus Loew thea ters 
- a nd tha t takes some tall s tretching to 
achieve, 

Madge Bellamy, the new Thomas H, 
Tn ce s ta r, a nd "Oscnr," the elephant, 
a re a pair to draw a full h ouse a ny­
whe re, a nd in "Soul o f the Beast" they 
nre showing the world jus t h ow clever 
a pretty m aid nnd a wise elephant can 
be, The criti cs are fOl' them with a 
s ingle voice, while the people whose voice 
is the thing that counts with the box of­
fi ee, are telling the story with the busy 
jingle o f the cash regis ter whel'evel' the 
picture h as pl nyed, 

It was a foregone co ncl usion that "So ul 
of the Beast" would "go" befo l'e the firs t 
twenty- fOUl' s h ee t was pasted up 
on the boa rds, 1t was b' ice! out by 
ever y tes ting device 
known to the 

It 
w as shown 
in cold pro­
jection 

, rooms be-
f o r e th e 

chilli es t of criti cs a nd warmed the a tmos­
phere befol'e the firs t r eel h ad been run, 
It was "sprung" 011 " famil y audiences" 
and ti ckled the mos t h abitunll y congealed 
funn y bones in the h ouse, It was tes ted 
on Saturday night audi ences a nd the kids 
let out such whoops o f delight tha t the 
roofs w ere in danger, After that Mr. Ince 
was persuaded that h e had hit the nail on 
the h ead again , a nd sent it out to the 
American publi c with hi s bes t wishes for 
an hil a ri ous time. 

"Soul of Lhe Benst" is gelti ng the crowds 
- a nd ge tting them not o nl y beca use o f 
its tl'emendous novelty appea l but a lso be­
ca use it tells a s tory, a powerful human 
interes t story, warranted to cast a spell o n 
a nyo ne with an organ in the place where 
the heart ought to be. 

An o ve rw o rk ed littl e circus waif- a 
lumbering big eleph nnt that adores hi s 
small mistress more tha n a ny thin g else o n 
ea l,th- a cruel s tepfa ther. Rebellion- a 
journey t hI' 0 u g h the woods- a eh a nce 
meeting with a c rippl ed musicia n who h as 
fnll en into a bear trap-a villain who drags 

the lillI e elephant gil'] 
ofT to the nea rby trap­
pers' village, where she 

A1adge B ellamy and " Oscar," co-starri1l g in 
"S01/.1 of th e B east" 

is put to drudgery aga in. A pretty romance 
with the musici a n- jea lousy on the pm't o f 
the v ill a in- a smas hin g c lim ax with a 
l(l1ife fi ght a nd "Oscar" to the rescue, 

C. Gn rdner Sullivan is a mastel' ha nd 
a t the s tory-writing game, a nd on tha t 
foundatio n h e has woven a novel 
story tha t Stil'S the h eart a nd warms 
the bl ood a nd sends eve ryo ne h ome 
with a smil e, a giggle a t the remem­
bra nce o f some o f the as toundingly 
clever things that "Oscar" a nd Madge 
achi eve on the s ilv e r s h e e t-and a 
keener r ega rd for that same s ilver 
sheet a nd its r ema rkabl e development 
under the hands of expe rt producers 
like Thomas H. In ce. 

Madge Bellamy's interpreta ti on o f Buth, 
the circus Cindel'elJ a, has won special no­
ti ce from Lh e criti cs. From Mr. Ince it 
won a new three-yea r s ta rrin g contract. 
A girl who ca n h a ndle an elephant a nd 
the difficult scenes o f "Soul of the Beast" 
with the ease a nd the appea l o f Miss Bel-

la my is due fOl' a long upwa rd climb nnd 
Thomas H. Ince has put hi s name on the 
dotted line to provide h er with the proper 
ladder in the way of suitabl e screen ve­
hicl es to take h el' upwa rds to rarifi ed at­
mosphere. 

As for "Osca r," h e h as put the noses 
o f all the other a nimal s o f the mo vi e 
kingdom e ntirely out o f jo int. There's 
some thing a bout "Oscar"- it isn't just 
hi s bl' ight littl e pink eyes, s napping 
with intelligence; o r hi s fl apping ea rs 
that reg is te r more emotion than some 
fo lks' faces, or hi s agile trunk that 
serves most a ny pu l'pose a t h a nd. 
It's hi s so ul tha t wins the people a nd 
sugges ted the ti li e o f the picture in 
which h e is s t a rrin g. No o ne can 
doubt tha t "Oscal'" has a soul after 
watching him work in "Soul o f the 
Beast"- nor watch him work without 
wanting to se nd him a fa n l e lt er 
s igned, "Your faithful admirer 'til the 
s il ve r sh eet r ee ls out." 

"Soul of the Beas t" is a knockout. 
The cri ti cs say so. 
The c rowds before the thea ters where 

it is running say so. 
The kids say so, a nd say it with brass 

ba nds. 
Which seems to prove that Thomas H. 

Tnce knows what he is talking about when 
h e says the people want " novelty appea l." 

He is i ncorpora ting the same idea in 
hi s fall releasing program- but that's 
a nother s to ry to be told in its own good 
tempo. 

"Something 
Different" 

"Here' on e of th e real novel­
ties of the year. You've been 
praying for som eone to put out 
'something different.' Here it is. 
Think of it- an elephant as 'the 
Perfect Lover.' Sure. He's 'Os­
car.' On e of th e bes t actors we've 
seen in 10, these many moons. 
Does everything but talk. And 
no one has talked on th e sc reen 
-yet. 

"'1' h rill s ? You bet. Lots of 
th em. And one of the mos t beau­
tiful woodland backgrounds ever 
given a film play. 

"You can't go wrong he re. If 
ever a picture had 'audience ap­
I>eal,' it is thi s one. J1\jTlmed full 
of it ." -Frcmk S helton in Motion 
Picture N ews . 

D istr ibuted by 
METRO 

Pictures Co rporation 
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"Human Wreckage"-The Greatest Drama 
F. B. O. WINS DISTRIBUTION OF MRS. WALLACE 
REID'S BIG SCREEN FEATURE AGAINST NARCOTICS 

~iiii.:~mil UT o f a c r y in g need h as 
sprung a tremend ous screen 
achievement - "Huma n 
~Wreckage," Mrs. Wa 11 a ce 
Heid's anti - nar co ti c Him, 
which is now nen rin g com­

p le ti on at the Thomas H. In ce s tudi os. 
Ana Fi lm Book in g Offi ces 

o f A m e ri ca will distribute 
thi s g rea tes t a nd timeli es t o f 
f ea t u I' cs t h I' 0 u g h 0 u t th c 
wor ld. 

~With th e assistan ce o f 
the fin es t screen ta lcnt 
nvai lab le, with th e bnck­
in g of an o rga niz:lti o n, 
na tional in scope, o f go v­
e rnme nt a nd state offi­
cia ls a nd c ivi c, church 
and club l eade r s, Mrs. 
Beid h as produced a p ic­
ture th a t hns focused th e 
a ttenti o n o f th e nati o n. 

Statisti cs from gove l'llme nt 
anci narco ti c expe rts, decla r­
ing that th c prese nt-da y tra r­
li c in dru gs h as become a 
threat to th e Ameri ca n nati o n, 
and es pecia ll y t o its yo uth , 
have bee n read with skep ti ca l 
eye a nd di s mi ssed from 
thought. Facts and fi gures 
fl'om re form ers a nd leade rs 
h ave bee n cas t into th e wns tc 
bas ket. Eve n co ngress ional 
investigations h ave fail ed to 
"ge t under th e skin." 

With magnificent co uragc, 
Mrs. vVali ace Reid came for­
ward, after th e tra gic death 
of h e r husband, to head :I 

movement to a rouse th e pub­
li c co nsc ience to th e need o f 
c-o nce rted acti o n aga i ns t th is 
menace. The motion pi c turc 
sc ree n w as chosen as th e mc­
d ium whi ch bes t co uld te ll a 
s tory that wou ld co mbin e e n­
te rt~Iinm e nt va]ue w ith n pow­
erful warning and reach hOIlle 
from length to brea dth o f th e 
country. 

The announ ce ment th at 
Mrs. He id had determined to 
film a pi c ture dea ling w ith 
the na rco ti c menace brought 
a fl ood o f telegl'ams, le tte rs 
and messages from th e hi ghes t gove rnlll eIl t 
so u rces; from offi c ials o f P res iden t H a rd ­
ing's ca bin e t ; from sco res o f sena to rs and 
co n g r essme n, narco tic experts, c ivi c, 
church a nd c lub leaders o f the na ti on. 
One a nd all they commend ed th e fin e pur­
pose back o f Mrs. He id 's decis ion. The re-

suit was th e o rga nizati o n o f th e Los An­
geles Anti-Na rco ti c League, h eaded by Dr. 
R. B. von l(l e inSmid a nd in cluding men 
a nd womcn o f na ti onal influence in its 
membership. The league dec lared its pur­
pose to be a fi ght to th e fini s h o f the na r­
co ti c ev il nnd th e s p o ns o rj n g of Mrs. 

Mrs. Wal/a l'P Rpid alld j(/'/II PJ Kirkwood in 
" ll nman Jflrrckflgc" 

Heid's fi I III as th e Illost cffeeti ve sin gle 
w eapo n whi ch co uld be u3ed in th a t fi ght. 

U ncl e I' th e guid a nce o f na rco ti c experts, 
with J ohn Griffith vVr"y handlin g th e 
m egap ho ne a nd J ames Kirkwood h ead ing 
th e fin e suppo rting cast, "I-Iuman \ ¥ reck ­
age" has de ve loped into th e g rea tes t Amcr-

ican cirnm a eve r filmed. T he sto r y founda­
tion , 'written by C. Gardner Su llivan, was 
bi g enough to perm it a super-str'ucture as 
bi g as directo r a nd cas t could build. T he 
produ c ti o n no w nca rin g compl eti o n is de­
clared by c riti cs who have see n th e firs t 
rough assemb lage o f th e rushes to be the 

fin es t thin g of its .kind eve r 
sc ree ned. 

Some idea 0 f th e ea l'll es t­
ness \",hi ch h as in sp ired this 
pi c ture is given by th e fact 
tha t membe l's o f the Los An­
ge les Anti -Narco ti c League, 
a fte r witnessing th e m akin g 
of man y scenes o f the pi c­
tu re, olre red to appea r in sev­
e ral dnlma ti c sequen ces with 
Mrs. Reid nnd Kirkwood . 

An im p r ess i vc sce ne 
oc-curs in th e s to ry w hen 
civ ic l ea cI e rs ba nd to­
ge ther ,vith th e ma n who 
h as fought nnd conquer ed 
"dope" to fi ght th e nar­
co ti c ev i I. League mem ­
be rs ag r' eed to portray 
th e chnracte rs in th ese 
scenes instea d o f u s ing 
ac tors. For th e first time 
in moti o n pi c ture hi s to r y, 
men a nd women o f na­
ti o nal sta n din g vo lun ­
tee red t o make a pe rso na I 
ap peaI'a nce o n th e s ilve r 
sheet in order th nt th e 
message o f the picture 
mi ght ca rry the grea tes t 
possible we ight. 

Mayo l' Geo rge E. CI'ye l' o f 
th e City o f L os Ange les, 
.Judge Benjamin B ledsoe of 
th e Twelfth Federa l Distri c t, 
Dr. H. B. vo n K] e i nSmici , 
President of th e U niver sity o f 
Southern Califo l'lli a, who also 
is president o f th e league; 
Chi e f o f Po li ce Loui s D. 
Oa ks of Los Angelcs, Dr. L. 
M. Powers, L os A n ge l es 
If e a I t h CO ll1m iss ioner ; Mrs. 
Ma rtha Nelso n I£cCa n, Los 
A nge les Park Com III iss io ner ; 
Mrs. Ches te r As hley, educa, 
tOl'; MI·s. Cha rl es F. Gray, of 
th e Parent-T eachers' Associa-
ti o n ; J ohn P. Ca rter, fo rmer 
U. S. Inte rnal Hevenu e Co l­

lec to r, a nd Briga di e r C. R. Boyd o f th e 
Sa lva ti on Arm y a re th e league members 
who appea r in th e pi c ture. 

Th e cas t also in c ludes, bes ides .J a llles 
~Kirkwood , George ll aclw tb orn e, Claire 
Mc Do well , Bessie Love, Vi c to ry Bateman, 
E ri c Mayne and Lucill e R icksc n. 
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Four Thomas H. Ince Features for ~23 
PRODUCTION SCHEDULE FOR FIRST NATIONAL 
RELE SES IS MOST PRETENTIO US OF PRODUCER'S CAREER 

HE bi gges t "o ne-man" pro­
du c ti on schedu le eve r o f­
fe red in a s inglc scaso n is 
now und e r way a t the 
Thomas Jr, In ce s tudi os, 
Four "sp ecials" a rc being 

r, In ce fo r Fi l's t National re­
lease during th e coming season , Finished 
technique, top-no tch cas ts and a directi o n 
so vivid ly dra mati c that eve ry oun ce o f 
va lue is go Llen from each s ituati on build­
ing up t.o the fin al "pun ch"- are intim ate 
deta il s o f eve ry In ce p rodu c ti o n, 

F or th e seaso n 1D23-24 Mr, Tn ce has co n­
centrated o n s to ry va lues- and th e four 
"specials" schedul ed o lfe r the maxim ulll 
in s to r y ma te r.ia l avai la bl e in th e wo rld 's 
hi gh es t p ri ced markets, T housa nds o f do l­
la rs h a ve been spent to secure the 111m 
ri ghts to th ese produ c tions which a re tak , 
i ng s hape fo r th e new season, 

Th e story is the thing tb a t counts , A 
cfl re ful check o f pi c ture o rre rin gs o f th e 
past ye~II' pl'oves co nclu s ive ly th a t th e 
mos t spectacul a r pr od u c ti o n s that ca n 
be made, turned out with eve r y tri ck a nd 
technica l a rtill ce kn o,vn to th e trade, in ­
ev itably " nop" unl ess they st.and upo n a 
111'111 founda ti o n o f r ea l s to ry va lue, 

A li s t o f th e s to r y-write rs who h a ve co n­
tributed the foundatio n on wh ich th e 
new Ince schedule is be in g built reads like 
a " \II'h o's vVho" in th e liter a r y w o rld, The 
cas ts h ave bee n selected with equ a l ca re. 
whil e MI'. Jn ce in p er so n w ill. direct a t 
least o ne o f the prod uc ti o ns on th e li sl, 
c lose ly supervi sing the o th e r three. 

" Country Lan es a nd City Pave­
me nts" is th e produ c ti o n whi ch Mr. 
In ce persona ll y wi ll dil'ect. J ohn 
Fl emin g vVil so n, autho l' o f "Tbe Man 
vVh o Ca me BacJ{," is th e author o f this 
story, o ne of th e bigges t whi ch h as 
bee n adapted fo r th e s i I vc r sheet in a 
lo ng time- a s tory of mi ghty co nfli c t, 
e leme nta l pass ion and bi g charac te r 
deve lop ment with a ni ght s to rm car­
I '~' in g th e gr'ea t "pun ch " o f th e c1 nt ma. 
Madge Bell amy, who will be fea tured 
in th e lead ing ro le, will havc an op­
po rtunity uncl e I' MI' . ]nce's d irecti o n 
to c reate th e bi ggest ch a ra c tc rizati o n 
o f he r ca ree r, fOJ' th e ro le requires 
cmoti o nal dra ma ti c work o f superl a­
tivc ability. 

"A nn a Chri sti c," the seco nd o f th c big 
" spec ia ls" schcclul cd, is a screcn ad C1p ta ­
ti o n of E uge nc O'Neill's CO IOSSC1 1 drama, 
which ran a ll las t seaso n o n Broa dway. 
The drama, dccla red b y New York c riti cs 
to be a ma s tc rpi ece o f s tark rea li sm, w on 
fo r' O'Ne ill th c a ward o f th e 1922 Pu litzcr 
prizc for th e best AmcI'ican drama o f th c 
vcar a nd made a s tar o f Pauline Lord, 
whose characte riza ti on of th c tit I e ro lc 

Four Thomas H. Ince 
"Specials" for First 

National 1923-24 

"HER REPUTATION" 
])irectcd b y J ohn Grimth Wray. 
Supe rvised b y Mr. Incc, Sta r ­
rin g May Mc Avoy. Sto ry by 
Bradley Kin g a nd Talbot Mundy. 

"ANNA CHRISTIE" 
D ircc ted by .John Griffith Wmy. 
Supervi sed by Mr. Ince, From 
E u ge n c O'Ne ill 's Broadway 
stagc success. Awarded 1922 
Pulitzc r pl'izc fo r Bcst Amer i­
ca n Dra ma. 

"COUNTRY LANES ANti 
CITY PAVEMENTS" 

Pcrsonall y directcd by Thom as 
I-I. In ce. Story by J ohn F lem­
ing Wil so n. 

"THE JUST AND 
THE UN JUST" 

A Novelty Drama bi g in Acti on 
and H ear t Int c r es t. From 
Vaughan Kes te r 's popula r nove l. 
Continuity by Bradley Kin g. 

~rhe B;,gg es t " Ou e-JUan" Feature 
I) rod II. c t ion Sch edule Ever 

Offered in a S;,lIgle Season 

was dec la l'ed th e fin cs t s ingle piecc o f 
wo rk o f th e yca r·. 

The StOI'y, which is be ing adapted b y 
Br ad ley Kin g, of re I's o nc o f th c bi gges t 
opportunities for co lorful rea l ism a nd 
powerful ch a ractc rizati on c vcr achi cved 
o n th e screcn. J ohn Griffith \II' ra y will 
dircct it. Othe r success ful dra mas whi ch 
have becn written b y O'Nc ill fire "Beyo nd 
th e H o ri zon," "Thc J:lairy Ape," "The E m­
pe ror J on es" a nd "The F irst Man." 

Vaughan Kcster is th e author o f "The 
.Just and t.h e U njust," thc third "specia l." 
F l'om thi s p o pul a r novcl that has run 
through severa l editi o ns a novclty drama, 
big in ac ti o n and grippin g in h ea rt inte r­
es t, h as becn cvo lvcd. Upo n th e bas is o f 
a familial' p lo t, a n uniquc s to ry has bee n 
evo lved by Kes te l', author o f "Thc Prodi­
ga l .Judge" and other equ a ll y wc ll -know n 
sto ri cs , 

By making th c dr'amati c acti o n o f the 
s to r~r rcvo lve aI'ound unu sual charac tc rs, 
Kes te r has produ ced a novel that offer s 
sCl'ec n ma te rial o f th e b igge s t ca libre. 
Brad lcy Kin g will write th c co ntinuity, 
w ith .J ohn Griffit h Vhay dircctin g a n a]]­
star cas t. 

" He r .Heputatioll ," th c las t o f th e "spe­
c ials" no w pl a nn cd is a screen adaptation 
o f th e novcl, "The D evil's Own ," by BI'ad ­
ley Kin g ancl Talbot Mund y. T he grea test 
screen fea ture eve r built a round an Amer­
ican ncwspapcr has becn prod ll ced in thi s 
pi ctul'e, camc ra w o rk on whi ch has just 
been fini shed. May McAvoy, who .is s tarred 
in th e produ c ti o n, has achi cved th c fin es t 
charactc riza ti on o f hc r screen ca rec r as a 
love ly Southern beauty who beco mes th e 
central fi gurc in a "ye ll ow journa l" sca n­
dal. Supporting Miss McAvoy are Ll oyd 
Hu ghes, .Ja mes Corri ga n, Casso n Fcrguson, 
E ri c Ma~r ll e, Loui se Les tc r, Brinsl ey Sha w, 
George Lar'kin , \\Iinte r IIall , E uge ne Bes­
se re r :lnd .J a ne Mili c I'. J o hn Griffith Wray 
eli rccted, 

Talbo t Mundy, with who m Brad ­
ley Kin g coll aborated on th e s to r'y, 
is th c a uthor of numerous bes t-sell­
e l'S, in clu ding " Kin g o f th e Kh yber 
Rill es," " Run g-H o," "vVinds o f th e 
\ '\'or ld," "G un s o f th c Gods." The 
nove l, "Thc Devi l's Own," is be i ng 
pub li sh e d by th c Bobbs-Mcrri ll 
Compan y. 

The s to r y foundnli o n fo r cach and 
eve ryo ne o f th cse pr'odu c tJions offc l's a 
g roundwork as substantial as th c Hock 
o f Gibra lta r. With th e additiona l aSSUI'­
a li ce of v ivid dl 'a m a ti c devclopment 
whi ch is a feature o f cve r y ]n ce pro­
du c tion, the bi gges t Ince ' schecl ul e o n 
I'eco rd is promi se d fo r th e com ing 
season. 
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((Scars of J ealousyJJ is Big Drama 
CHARM OF INCb FEATURE BUILT UP NOVEL 

"LOCATIONS" AND REALISTIC CHARACTERIZATIONS 

iiiiiiiiiiii. HE gold miners o f '49 first 
disco vered the back moun­
ta in country of the Sierras 
in no rthern Califo rnia and 
Bret Harte m ade it famous 
la ter with his t ales of early 

mining life. Thomas H . Ince h as r e-dis­
cove l'ed thi s picturesque country for th e 
sc reen public in "Sca rs o f J ealousy," just 
r ece ntl y released. 

When preparations w ere being 
m ade to film Anthony F. Rud's story 
of a primitive mounta in peop le, th e 
"Caja ns," who live i n th e back hill s 
of Alaba ma, it was found that the 
Ca lif o rnia m ountain r eg i o n from 
whi ch hundreds o f millions o f do ll a rs 
in go ld was t aken out dur ing the ' 
boom days, b ea r s a marked resem­
blance to th e mounta in countrv of th e 
Southern s ta te. Th e ln ce coinpa n y 
was sent no rth o n " locati o n" a nd r e­
turn ed aft e r a number o f weeks with 
some o f the fin es t scenes o f primitive 
mountain life ever screened. 

In Columbia, deserted town o f Sonoma 
county, whi ch was once a center o f thriv­
ing life, several sce nes w ere m ade o f th e 
jai l a nd l y n chin g sce n es in which a 
"Cajan" b oy a lmost pays the penalty for a 
brother who has k iJ.l eu a revenue offi cer. 
No paint brush has been t ouch ed to the 
buildings o f Co lumb ia s in ce th e boom 
bubb le burst and th e entire community 
life ce nters about th e o ne h otel where the 
entire popula ti o n ga th er s a t th e signal o f 
a bell for lun ch and dinner. By us in g as 
"ex tras" the na tives, who have lo ng hair 
and bea rds th at al'e pri celess for such 
sce nes, some o f th e fin es t "a tmosphere" 
eve r tran s ferred to th e sc reen w as ca ught 
by th e cameras. 

Most of the sce nes w ere sh ot in a b ack­
w oods ca bin , fo rm erl y a roadhou se, which 
is twenty-three miles dis tant from the 
nearest town . Long befo re the scenes in 

and near the ca bin had been finished ead y 
snows bega n to fall. It w as a case either 
o f ch a ngin g the fa ce of nature or r e- tak­
i ng all the previous scenes which had been 
sh ot. Director I-Iillyer decided that na ture­
faking would be the simpler course and 
engaged a cr ew of snow-sw eepers who 
w el'e kept busy day and night r emoving 
surface traces o f the sno w from the cabin 
a nd the surrounding scener y. 

The Exhi.bitors' lJeraltl : 

/(Scu1's/ of J ealousy" t ells (I, v ~vid and d1"C£1natic 
St01'Y 'hli excellent t enns of acting, direc tion 
and phOtOg1'Uphy. i t is ilw illing and suspense­
fu l , h oldi ng i nie'r est unjalte'r i ngly. I:I e1'c is a 
::i to'rll th(tt is fit , ent e'l' tai nm,ent fO'I" any sc'r een. 
It 'r eaches a high degTee i n dTanuttic situations, 
8U .'l1Jen Se and tJu ·i Us- a bi t} outdoors picture 
w i th i t s l ocale in t h e '1nountains oj A la bUII'l'/,u " 
The1"(~ is act i on all t he way th'l"o'u,gh. with u 
'/l'I/ighty JOTest j i'l"e ,,"ottnding out a series oj 
i '1npTesszona ble ev ents" '1'he cha'racte'l"'izati ons 
oj the p laye1"S a'r e eS1Jecially notewQ1"thy. ex­
act i n,fJ ,,'oles , FTank K eenan is t he st'r i /C ing 
jiguTe 'in h is pa1"t. 

Even snow crews co uld not keep the 
mountain r oads clear and for a w eek thc 
compa ny plowed through two ,and thl'ee 
fee t of snow getting to a nd from work. 
Ll oyd Hugh es was the o n ly o ne who 
came to grie f, h is car skidding ove r the 
roadway a nd down a steep embankmcnt 
thc las t aftern oo n the company spe nt in 
th e north . 

The car, in 

was driving very slowly and with chains 
o n his wheels, bega n t o slip as h e was 
l"ounding a curve and gradually eased over 
the side of the l"oad and down the em­
banlonent. Twice it turn ed turtle, but 
when Hu gh es scrambl ed out o f a snow­
bank at the foo t o f th e emba nkment h e 
found to hi s as toni shment that h e wasn't 
even scratch ed. 

The foll owing day h e r etul'Il ed w ith 
Dil"ec tor H il lye l" t o ge t pi c tures o f the 
buri ed Cal' in orde l" that inSllra nce could 
be co ll ected o n it, as the natives ass ured 
them it would be impossible t o ge t the 
auto out and back on the roa d for sev­
eral months . They found th a t th e road, 
whe re the ca r h ad go nc under, w as o f 
heavy c lay. The top surface o f snow 
h ad mclted slightl y so tha t the ca r' when 
it struck the clay w as o n a surface. as 
sUck as glass. And fOl" fOllr months it 
lay in a dri ft be fore the roads ope ned 
up enough so th a t the wreck could be 
salvagcd. 

A n o th e r diInculty encountered 
dLll'ing the filmin g of the mountain 
scenes wa s tha t o f gettin g enough 
hor'ses fo r th e big possc tha t rides 
into the "Caja n" h ill s to capturc 

the mu rderer of a r e v e nu e offi cer. 
There w ere few co nveyances o f any 
descripti on in th e distri c t a nd few el' 
h orscs. The country was scoured fo r 
mil es around b e fo r e sufTicient wiry 
mountain a nimals w e r e found , fast 
and sure-foo ted enough to be r idden a t 
break-neck speed ove l' th e rough roads 
o f the district. The scenes as fin a ll y 
portra yed, h ow eve r, a re realisti c to 
the las t degree. 

By llsing a natural back co untry loca­
tion where people today a l'e living in al­
most the primitive fashio n described in 
th e s to ry, Mr. Ince h as caught a vivid 
c ross-seetion o f primitive life that ca n not 
fail to atTest the a ttenti o n a nd h old in ­
te rest from beginnin g to end. 
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Bradley King and Her Story 
GIRL WRITER OF THE THOMAS H. INCE STAFF REF USES TO 
RECOGNIZE FAILURE WITH THE RESULT- SHE IS BIG SUCCESS 

F BHADLEY KING h ad 
been a successful movie 
sta r, s he wouldn't be wri t­
i ng clever scenar'ios today. 
Her firs t job in the picture 
wodd neLted h er jus t te n 

rs a week. That was in the days 
when sh e was hopeful of registering-joy, 
sorrow, a ny old thing, jus t so lo ng as she 
could get h er fa ce on the screen. A movie 
director Look h er' pic tur'e down in S:J n 
Diego. 

"Vhen the Les t was developed h e m ade a 
s in gle and final comme nt. She did not 
"film welL" 

She who had just un de rgo ne a "fin a l 
les t" lurn ed a nd Hed from the direcLo r's 
presence. Sh e sud den ly co llid ed with 
some one. Jt wasn't h er fault, T he tea rs 
were rolling dow n her' face like a t rop ical 
s to rm a t sea. She could not see for the 
lea r's. 

" \Vh a t 's the matt e r ?" 
some one demanded. 

Be Lwee n s nifnes she to ld 
him- it h appe ned to be a 
him. 

"Ca n yo u typewrite?" was 
Lhe nex t question. 

"Certa inly," sh e retorted 
with all the ass ura nce she 
didll 't feel. 

"Well , I'll give yo u a job 
a t ten dollars a week typing 
my scenaI'i os." 

So that was how Brad ley 
Kin g broke into the movies. 
For ten per week, sh e a n­
s wered the telephone, ran 
the cas ting office, was pri ­
va te sec reta ry to the direc­
tOI', Lyped sce na I'i os for the 
writing starr, a nd in be­
tween times wl'Ote s tori es 
of h el' ow n. 

One day the chi ef scena­
ri o wl'iter qualTel ed w iLh 
the dil'ector, a nd le ft ina 
huIT, bea rin g w ith him the 
s tor y whi ch was sched ul ed 
fOl' immed iate production . 
The direcLor thre w a fit , 
tore hi s ha ir, foamed at the 
mouLh a nd made all the 
other well known ges tures 
o f temperament. A t the 
eo riCiusion of the spas m 
Miss Kin g looked up casuall y ft'om h er la­
bo r'i ous typewriting- she had a sys t em 
by whi ch she found the right le tter a t 
leas t once eve ry third minute-and asked: 

" \;<,Th a t's the matter?" 
"Ma tte r enough," I'eto rted the director. 

"Here we' re all r eady to shoo t tomorrow 
and w e've no producti on." 

"Ah a!" replied Miss lOng. "That's eas il y 
enough se ttl ed . Here's o ne o f my stories !" 

T he di rector cas t a supercilious eye 
h er way ; relucta ntl y gla nced oveI' the 
manuscript ; read it :J second time with 
more interest; then h as til y wrung her 
h a nd in a ha ndsha ke tha t hurt. 

"You' re on," he said, o r w o rds to tha t 
effect, a nd Brad ley J(jng has been writing 
scena ri os ever s ince. T homas H.ln ce read 
o ne of h er sto ries that was p ublished ina 
magazine. He sent for h er- o nly h e 
thought it was a him a nd got a terrible 
shock when a pe rson w ith a yo un g a nd 
love ly feminin e face gree ted him. 

"But I Lh ought yo u we re a t leas t fo rty 
and h ad a / beard," he 
protested. 

He agreed doubtfully 

M iu Bradley Ki'/g, (/111110,.; Douglns 
MacLean, slar; ]amn W. ffornc, di­

reclor oj .. A Mall oj A clioll. " 

to let h er try h e!' h a nd a t Ince scena ri os. 
She looked too yo un g a nd too pretty for the 
se ri ous ta sk of hard wo rk. Her first work 
was on "Lying Lips," a p rod ucti o n so good 
that the exhibito rs s till keep writing in to 
Mr. ]nce telling him a bout it. "Lying Lips" 

w o n fo r h er a regular contract a nd sh e 
has bee n "making good" eve r sin ce. 

Afte r a n adap tatio n o f "The Sunshine 
T rail ," for Douglas MacLea n, the ambi­
Li ous Miss King decided she would do a 
few od gin als. "W hat a \Vife Learned" 
was h eI' first, a nd so good that it was pro­
d uced under the directi on o f John Griffith 
Wray w ith a n all -star cast. 

"A Ma n of Act io n," a m ys tery comedy 
a nd totall y diITerent in s tyle, was he r nex t 
offerin g- a nd promises to crea te a new 
la ugh hit with its release. El'I1es t Wilkes, 
well kn own playwright, whose "Bro ken 
Threads" h ad a big Ne w York run when 
it was presented under directi on o f Ho l­
brook Blinn , was so taken wi th the orig­
in a l s itua ti o ns o f the farce-co medy tha t 
h e is dramatizing it in collabora ti o n w ith 
Miss King a nd expects to take it to New 
York for Broadway pI'oducti o n thi s fall. 

Ju s t to sh ow that her mind wasn't s in gle­
tracked, Miss Kin g next tackled a 
story on th e power o f the grea t 
Amer ica n press. In co ll a bora ti on 
w ith Talbot Mund y, well kn own 
nove li s t, she wrote "Her Heputa­
ti o n," p ub .li shi n g ri ght s for 
which were p romp tl y snapped 
up by the Bobbs-MerriH Pub­
lishin g Compa ny. Her screen 
adapta ti o n o f the sto ry has been 
film ed by Mr. Ince un der the 
titl e o f "Her Re put a ti o n," a 
supe r-special s ta rri ng May Mc­
Avoy, whi ch w ill h ead the li s t 
of ]nce fa ll re leases. 

Now she is working b ehind 
locked doors o n a n adapta tion 
of "A nn a Chri s ti e," E ugene 
O'Neill 's mas ter drama which 
ran a ll las t season in New York 
City and was awarded the 1922 
P ulitzer prize for the drama o f 
the yea r which would m os t ad­
va nce Ame ri ca n literature. 

No t such a bad reco rd for a 
fa ilure- which pro ves that it 
sometimes pays to fa i I. 

Los Angeles s tuc\j os have p ro­
du ced but few myst e r y-com­
ed ies, a nd a mong these the re­
leases of the Thomas H. Ince 
s tudi o h ave in varia bly occupied 
an envi able position. For this 
reason rea l w eight may be a t­
tached Lo th e predi cti on o f Mr, 

]nce wh en h e says tha t "A Man o f Ac­
ti o n," a current release, will p rove to be 
t.h e "g reatest mystery-co m e d y ever 
screened ." It is c laimed for this new 
productio n that it is faster and funni er 
eve n tha n Offi ce r 666." 



Coming-
tt Anna Christie)) 
"XNA CHRISTIE," the outstanding stage suc­

cess of the past year and now playing in Lon­
don where people and critics alike have pro­

claimed it the greatest Anlerican drama in years, 
will be filmed by Thomas H. Ince. 

At a staggering price of $100,000, Mr. Ince has pur­
chascd screen rights to Eugene O'Neill's masterly 
drama and is preparing to film it on a scale in keep­
ing wiLh the initial cost price. "When the produc­
tion, which w ill be an outstanding fea ture of his r e­
leasing schedule for th e coming season, r eaches th e 
publi c, he promiscs that it will r epresent the sum 
total of the finest screen talent ava ilable. 

Active work on the tremendous task of transla L­
ing this great drama to the screen is already under 
way. John Griffith Wray has been selected to di­
r ect the production, the scrcen adapta tion for which 
is being written by Bradley King. The next big job 
w ill be the selection of the screen actress who will 
play the title role. Pauline Lord, who created the 
character for the stage, has won for herself th e 
name of one of th e great emotional actresses of th e 
day by her fin e performance. The lucky screen 
star cas t for the role in the Ince production stands 
'an equal opportunity of climbing to the heights for, 
as the critic of the London Daily Telegraph has de­
clared: 

"The chanwte1' d? 'awing of Ann(~ is a ??tagnificent 
piece of wor'/c and it i' a veh'icle fOT a magnificent 
piece of act.'ng by Miss Pattline L01·d." 

Eugene O'Neill , th e author of this play, which was 
awarded the 1922 Pulitzer prize as the best Amecl.­
ca n drama of th e year, has won interna tional fame. 
Maurice Bourgeois is translating "Anna" for the 
Paris stage as a r esult of the London triumph of the 
drama which ran a ll last season in New York City 
at th e Vanderbilt Theater , later playing on the roads. 
"The Emperor Jones" and "The Hairy Ape," two 
other well-known O'Neill successes, already are be- , 
ing h 'anslated into French. 

Experim enting with explosives in an effort to pro­
duce a noiseless blast, which happened Lo be the pet 
ambiLion of a hUlllorous charac ter in "A Man of 
Action," Thomas H. ln ce's new mysLery-comedy, 
cost Raymond Halton one perfectly good pair of 
eyebro"ws. His efforts w ere in tended to culmina Le 
in a thrilling explosion and th e wreckage of a room 
in the palatial home of a millionaire, but the r e­
sult was even more r ealistic than Director J ames 
Horne hoped for. 

Ha Llon, fortu nately, played a "hu nch" th a t SOI11.e­
thin g was about to happen and escaped with little 
injury, but the props in his imm edia te vicinity w er e 
ISO wrccked that they had to be duplicated before 
furth er scenes could be shot. 

fll I S ~~ .. \l 1:" 'we nee- ide~ I,~ofthel'ence 

llT" OS C AR," th e c lcphnnt s tnl' in 
"':!l "So ul of the Beast," Thoma s H. 
lnec's hig scrccn nov c lt y ju st r e­
leased b y Metro Pic turcs, is aga ins t 
th e V o lstead act and d oesn ' t ca r e 
who ]<nows it! Thc elc phant, ,vh il e 
sce n es of the pictur e -wer e being 
filnl cd in t h e hi gh Si er l'a s, c au ght 
s uch a bad co ld that hi s J<eeper was 
afl'nid he ,vn s go:ill g to h nvc pncu­
m onia. A Jot of capsu les fi ll ed w ith 
qllininc 'vcrc fixed up nnd scc r c tcd 
in " Oscar's" 'Iw y, but h c r cfu scd to 
be foo led. As soon as h e w o u l d 
taste on e of Ih e ca psul es of hitte r 
]Tlcdi c in c, h e would CU llll1 y spit H o ut 
lind go n n eHlill g ·hn y . F in a ll y J ohn 
Gr imlh \ Vr:>y, the director of th e 
pi cture , s u gges ted thnt th ey tr y put­
till g thc qui llin e jn h ot w hi s key . 
"OSC:1 I"" not on ly sw:ill o wcd H qui el<­
Iy, but Il"lllll pe ted f o r m or e I \Vith 
th e a id of a quart of whisk ey, " Os­
en t·'s" co ld 'vns eu r ed n nd wo rk 0 11 
th e picture pruceed ed. 

.9. 
"R ICHA RD, THE LION HEAHTED" 
is b e ing fi lm ed ) y Assoc iated Au­
tho r s- l'rnnk "Woods, Thompson Bu­
e han:>n , E lmer H arris :>nd CI'"' k \ V. 
Tho m(1 s- o n the lo t o r th e Thom as 
H. Ince studios. \Val lnee Bce ry, who 
played ·the I'o le of th e Cl'u sa <.i eri{ing 
in ])o u g las Fa i!"bnn l<s ' produc lio n o f 
" R ob ill ,I.-oo d ," ha s th c Sflill C r o le in 
th c lI CW producti on which j s b c in g 
d irec ted by Ch e t \Vith ey . l:I e is b e­
in g suppo rt ed by ](at hl ccn Clifro rd, 
M'"'g ue l"ite d e la Mo Ue, J ohn Bo w ers , 
Tul ly Marshal l and Charl es Gerrard . 
Ch e t Withcy is dircc till g. 

• 
AMER TCA w ill soo n b e m inus loca l 
cu lo r cos t.um cs , accordin g t o Dou glas 
:Ma c'l ,('1I11 , 'who r ecentl y rnnd c :I trip 
thro u gh the o ld "co w boy s tates" of 
t.h c ",pst ill scurc h of "n hnosph cl'c" 
fo r " Th e Sunshin e Tr'nil ," T h oJ1lU S H. 
Inee's n c,v co nl cdy r Qm il n cC. 1\fuc­
L e.lIl , w h o pla ys thc ro le of n cow­
bo y wh o ge ts into endl css tro ubl es 
wh rn he goes bil ck to vis it hi s o ld 
1I 0JT1 C tOWIl , disco vc red. th3t ]11 0 tOI' ­
cyc lcs have ,l'cpbl ccd hucl, ing ])1'0 11 -

e ll os :tlld o vc nlll s th c on ce Jamilinr 
cow hoy "chaps. " 

~. 

" \V E' LL nil h e \Yr:-lril1 g r egulati on 
s u its soo n ," Jn UlIl"llS :MacLca n. " Th e 
g irl s jr f th e s ll1all towns I visited 
wC l'e , vcaring ·the s:=tI1l C s t.y lcs as c it y 
' ''0 11"l CII , copi ed ill ch ea p er ]natcl' inls , 
whi lc Ollt 0 11 th e r::ln c h cs the nl cn 
w e re lno l'C npt t o ]1:IVC on o ve ralls 
nnd Icather j(' I'l<iIlS whi ch ,ve r c a 
r e li c of Lh c wnl", 'than ch aps :Illd 
handallil s. 1 "ln1vc lcd a lo ng wa y b e­
fo r e 1 f o und cos tumcs which I could 
lISC in ' Thc SUll shine Trail. '" 

.9. 
E . DE 13. NE WM AN and R o be d 
Thol'nbury, of th e CO lll't1nnd. Produc­
ti on s, nrc filllrin g " Th e ~Man. fro In T cn 
Str ik r ," II Gu y Hntcs Pos t spec ial , 0 11 
th e Thoma s H. Jnce lo t. The s to r y 
wns -wl'ittclI b~' .lam es O live !" CUI'­
wood. .Fl' cd 1\-[ y t o l1 :ll.'I':lIl gcd th c 
scc lJal'i o, 

' ·VILD shri e k s o f m a nia cal la u ght e r , 
co min g fr om thc lo t of the Incc stu­
dios nt midni ght, reecntly t c rl'in ed 
r cs id ent s of Cu i vel' City, who has ti ly 
s unliTIo n cd lhc e ntire police f o r ce o f 
th e t.o,vn , cons istin g of o n e bailin' 
nlld two CO II S"blbl es. Arm ed t o the 
t ce th , th c thl' ce omce l's s n e:ll<ed 
nl"ound to th c I' cnr of th e studios, 
f1":1111d y s hnJ<in g ,,,ith f eur ns thcy 
npproa c h ed n en r c r nnd I1 cnrer to th e 
tClTib lc sounds. Th e sccnt led Ih c ln 
t o a ca gc ,,' h cr e n Jive h yen a , pUI'­
c ha sed for lISC in " Human \V!"cc k­
n gc," MI'S, \~'a ll nce R eid 's n nt.i - nnr­
co ti c fi l m , ' vns h Oll sed. Thc sight of 
th e threc m en qui ct ed the bcas t , who 
" c lnp scd into s il en ce. The next 
]l1o l'n ing a for 111:1 I pl'o t- es t , V i.lS sent 
to Ince h l' the Cui vel' po li ce d epnrt­
I11 cnt and ' V:.I S passed 0 11 h y 1l1cc to 
1\'I1's. B c iel , who pronli scd. that tlH'1"C 
, ,,ou ld b e 11 0 fUl'th er ca li se 1'01' CO IIl ­
pln ill t , vhil e s h c wns w Ol' ldng 0 11 thc 
111 ce lot. 
Th e h YCllfl is n ow wca l'in g a spcc in ll y 
built muzzl e which discoura gcs ndd ­
ni ght laughtcr . 

FRANK H EENAN , wh o p lays o ll e o f 
th e le:>clin g ro les ill "Scars of .Jea l ­
o us y," Th u ma s H , Tncc's dl ':Ilnn u f' 
th e south , ha s pla yed th e r o le o f a 
southe l"ll co loll e l of th e o ld sch oo l so 
]l1nny tilncs and so cOllv.i nc ingl y that 
Illost pict-ul'c 1'n llS b c l ievc h c ,vas 
h o rn h e lo w th e l\'1"n so n :llId Dixo n lin e 
:llIci g r c'" lip -with "th c goa tec ,vh ich 
nd o rll s hi s chill. 
As a llU lttCl' of fa c t., ]{cc ll nn js n so n 
o f' To,va. \Vh cn th e Cil St fo r " Scars 
or Jealo u sy" ,,'a s J)cjng a 1'1" 3 11 gc d , 
l{ccnnn a lr cady had a g l'(' cd to :"I C­

cept n r o lc jn an o th c r produ c t.i o ll , 
but ,vas so cngr l.' t o pla y 1h c r o l c ill 
t h e Incc picturc afte l.' h c hnd seen 
th c sc ript that h e ca ncell ed his oth(' r 
CO il tract:. His inte rpretati o n of th e 
nn e o ld gcn tlcman who neiop!s :I 

"Cajun " b oy n ftcr disinhc riling n 
,,'orlhl css so n i s snid to b e o n c of 
"th e h est of hi s caree r . 

TT wil l lal<e n good 111any gCII Cl':lti o ns 
to CO llV (, I't" nl CIl to a s tn tc of 111ind 
in , vhi c h they wi ll n o t r esc llt h e in g 
"thc husbands o f f:lnl OU S ,vo m cn , js 

th c o pillio n of Th o lna s H. Incc, 
w hose IH' W produc ti o n , " \Vhnt a '''ifc 
LC:lI'Ilt'ci ," sh o,vs th e co nn ict tha t 1'C­
s ull's wh ell a WU l"n:.ln achicvcs gL'cater 
fanl c than h c L' hu s band, 
Thc man 'wh o spc;d<s ho n estl y ,,,ill 
ndmit lh :1 t h c , vflnts an Hat-hOJTl r " 
wife, :l cco l'din g ·t·o lnce, who hn s t o ld 
<l p o,,'cr i'ul lo ve s to r y fr onl. nn nn g lc 
h oth Hovc l aHd dn1'in g jn his n c w 
piet.uI.'p. 'fh c t.w e nti e t.h centur y 
'w o nUI Il h us 'VOIl J r ecdOln, hut shc 
11Ius t pay :l bi g pl' icc if shc wants t o 
purs uc " ca r ee r r egardl ess of nil 
rise. 
Margue rite d e la Mott e and J ohn 
Bo,,'er s ha ve th e l('uciin g r o l es in 
H\Vh a"t n ' \fife Lrnl'll cd ," ,vhich wa s 
dil 'cct ed by J ohn Gl'i lflth \ Vra y. Thc 
pi c tu r e hn s caused a se n sation ' vh c r ­
('vcr .it ha s bccn sh o,,'!!. 
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[22J Th e SILVER SHEET 

Selling "A MAN of ACTION" 

~~i!iiiffilEING a topnotch, fast moving mys te ry­
" comedy, with surprises, original gags, trick 

se ts and baffling inciden ts galore, "A Man 
of Action" is r eadily adaptable to dozens of 

~~~~~ attractive exploitation stunts. 
Good mystery-comedies are few and far between, with 

the result that proper exploitation will place standing 
lines in front of every theater wher e "A Man of Action" 
is exhibited. Ther e has not been an outstanding picture 
of its kind for mon ths. It promises to ou tdo the lengthy 
success of "Officer 666." 

Because of its novelty and abundance of features, al­
most unlimited lie-ups can be put over by the exhibitor 
in connection with the picture. A half million dollars' 
worth of diamonds, which provide the big punch of the 
picture, likewisc provide a big opportunity for striking 
tie-ups with leading jewelers. 

One of the "stills" from "A Man of Action" shows 
seven pairs of hands r eaching for a box of glittering, blue 
white stones. The photographic con-

Emphasize the fact that "A Man of Action" is not 
merely an underworld drama. It is a high-class, silk 
hat mystery-comedy, with marvelous shots of life along 
San Francisco's Barbary Coast in inter esting contrast. 
The "silk-stocking youth," who is the hero of the story, 
suggests practical co-operation with m en's furnishings 
stores. 

The "Man of Action" idea may be played up locally 
to bring direct r esults. Every city and town has its live 
wires, who may be used in exploitation through news­
paper contests or guessing competitions. Famous "Men 
of Action" in history, such as Napoleon, Julius Caesar, 
Alexander the Great, Theodore Roosevelt, General Persh­
ing and others, may be shown in lobby picture galleries, 
with "He Was a Man of Action" as a caption for each. 

Playing cards may be distributed in theater lobbies 
by an old time faro dealer a week in advance of the open­

ception is so unique that it will com­
pel attention as the center of a win­
dow display of diamonds anywherc. 
There are countless other m ethods 
by which diamonds, the greatest of 
all lures, may be made the center of 
striking advcrtising stunts. 

Complete details of these and many 
other business getting schemes are 
given in the Exhibitors' Press Book, 
avaiJable to all theater owners at the 
nearest exchange. "A Man of Action" 
is sure to go big; it meets a demand 
from fan§ that is universal. It is a 
picture worthy of special exploitation. 

ing of "A Man of Action." The cards 
may run from deuces to aces in the 
diamond series, with the over-printed 
legend, "See the $500,000 diamond 
robbery in 'A Man of Action .' '' Print 
stills from the production on back of 
the cards. Admit every person who 
receives an ace of diamonds free. 

if twtnty-four shut with a U h.p. "pull" 



Current Thomas H. Inee 
Releases 

"Soul of the Beast" 
(A Metro Special) 

"Skin Deep" 
"The Hottentot" 
"A Man of Action" 
"What a Wife Learned" 
"Scars of Jealousy" 
"Bell Boy 13" 
"The Sunshine Trail" 

( A First National Picture ) 

A SAFE Box OFFI CE GUIDE 



• 
Sign Posts to 

Box Office Success 
"SCAR S OF J EALOUSY"- "A first rate story of 

conflict and characte r d eve lopm e nt strong 
enough in plot, action and interpre ta tio n to 
intel'est even the most jaded fan s."-Motion 
Picture News. 

" WHAT A WIFE LEARNED"-"Inten sely inte r_ 
esting; thOl'oughly convincing a nd well h a n­
dled with al,tistic settings. "-Ex hibitors' H erald. 

" BE LL BOY 13" - " Lively entertninment 
with plenty of a ction. Situations are 
well handled and the star add thrill to 
the comed y in contributing s tunts that 
k cep o nc in susp en se." -Movin.g Pic_ 
ture World. 

" TIlE HOTTENTOT"-"A comcd y-plus ; 
gl'eut in s tOl'y, ucting and in s taging. 
Sure·fire because of its thl'ilIs and k een 
vein of humor. "-Ex hibitors' Heraltl. 

" LORNA DOONE" - " Maurice 
Toul'neur's ch ef d 'o eu vl'e; one of 
the finest pictures offe r ed the 
shadow stage this year. "-Motion 
Picture News. 

., 

• 

• 


