Magic Carpet Ride

Ever since the days of One Thousand and One Arabian
Nights, people have been intrigued by the concept of a flying
carpet. While this has never become a reality, it did come
close in the 1950s when Stanley Hiller built his “Flying
Platform.” The origin of the Platform began with engineer
Charles Zimmerman, and his dream of low-cost flight to all
humanity. He developed a veriical take-off rig that he called
“Flying Shoes,” consisting of a platform with two small
engines powering a pair of upward facing propellers that the

pilot would strap to his feet. Control was achieved through

body movement. To move in one direction or another, the
ely shifted his v eight in the direction he wanted to
man called 1his “kinesthetic control,” and it was

men
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to enlarge the craft for the Army’s needs and the addition off
more motors for safety only created a heavier vehicle and
performance suffered accordingly. While several versions of
the “Flying Platform” were built and tested, the Army lost'®
interest in the project and it was eventually abandoned.




